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Message from ABSF Board President
Dear American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation Members & Friends,

On behalf of the American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation board of directors, I’d like to thank the
friends of the ABSF - those who participate, volunteer, donate, sponsor, and support us and our
events throughout the year.  Without each of you, along with our safety officials, vendors, contrac-
tors, and our amazing Birkie community – the many ABSF events would simply not be possible.   

While 2017 presented a few challenges, through your patience, enthusiasm, and support, the American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation continues to thrive.  Certainly, the weather challenges of
Birkie 2017 tested us all.  As a team, the ABSF learned to be nimble and
flexible, responsive and transparent, and innovative in our approach to
problem solving.  From operations and infrastructure to communications
and logistics, we learned how to manage through the challenges.  While
success can be measured in many ways, I’m extremely proud of how successfully the ABSF touched lives in a positive
way throughout 2016-2017.  

Perhaps most importantly, the past year taught us the importance of planning for the future – especially in areas that
are distinctly out of our control.  While we have been exploring and planning for some time, we are taking the first
steps toward designing and implementing the beginnings of a snowmaking plan that can grow with the Birkie into the
future.

On a related note, 2016-2017 marked the creation of the Foundation for the Endowment of the Birkie. You’ll be hearing
more about our Founder/Forerunner Campaign in the weeks to come.

For your convenience, we’ve combined our Summer Birch Scroll lifestyle magazine and the American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation’s Annual Report.  Please let us know if you have any questions.  

We have an amazing community of silent sport, Birkie Trail, and ABSF enthusiasts!  I thank you for your past support
and ask for your continued help in growing and ensuring the Birkie lifestyle for all who embrace it.

Best-

Paul Eckerline, President – ABSF Board of Directors

A M E R I C A N B I R K E B E I N E R S K I F O U N D A T I O N

‘‘…the American Birkebeiner
Ski Foundation continues
to thrive.
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Hello from the Birkie-

While some experience the Birkie as a one-day event, for many it has evolved into so much more –
a community, an inspiration, and a year-round way of life!  Every day the Birkie staff, board of
 directors, volunteers, and greater community, work to improve our events, expand our reach, and
ensure a lifestyle of healthy, active, outdoor activity is accessible to all.  And, while the early
months of 2017 threw some challenges our way, we are here and stronger than ever.  Today, we
are even more motivated to make certain everyone has the best possible “Birkie experience” at
every turn.  Seeing so many of you at Birkie Fest and the Fat Bike Birkie – and in very challenging

conditions - reinforced to us just how strong your Birkie Fever truly is!  We are grateful for the trust you place in us and
look forward to exceeding your expectations in every way we possibly can.

Like most of you, it is a busy summer for the ABSF.  Our Trail Crew is out working on annual maintenance and so much
more.  Thanks to over 1800 gracious donors, to date, our Phase 2 campaign is over 55% complete!  This milestone
translates into wrapping up work at all aid stations/trailheads, and includes: improvements to the buildings; year-
round running water; improved parking; and power/heat at some locations
(along with solar panels)!   We are moving dirt in and around the Fish
Hatchery Creek area, adding new culverts, and working on erosion repair,
all to make skiing through that area on far less snow a reality. 

With our focus on reaching the Capital Campaign finish line by the 2018 Slumberland American Birkebeiner, our sights
are set on finishing the remaining projects on our list, including adding a year-round under pass at Highway 77, an out-
door recreation center at the ‘OO’ Trailhead (for daily users, visiting groups, events, and more), additional repairs on
the trail, and even making a few initial steps toward installing a snowmaking system on a portion of the Birkie Trail.

While our Trail Crew is clipping along, there is an equal buzz of activity back at Birkie HQ.  From the Lumberjack Run in
July (as part of the Lumberjack World Championships – another iconic Hayward event), to Birkie Trail Kids, youth
mountain bike camps, biathlon programs, ABSF board elections, and our Annual Meeting on August 5th, there is never
a dull moment!  Couple that with the excitement of the Birkie Trail Run Festival this September and our event’s
 designation as the USATF Half Marathon Trail Championship and things are hopping at the ABSF!

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out to me or any Birkie staff member if you have any questions, or need help with
any event related matter.  Until next time, I hope we see you in the north woods soon!

#BirkieFever,

Ben Popp, Executive Director - American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation

M E S S A G E F R O M A B S F  E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R

The Mission of the American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation
• To promote and conduct the finest international

cross-country ski  competition and  active lifestyle
events;

• To serve as good stewards of the American
 Birkebeiner Trail;

• To support healthy and active lifestyles among
people of all ages and abilities.

‘‘“We are grateful for the
trust you place in us ...’’
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American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation

Birkie Events Calendar
Join us for a year-round calendar of fun events!

2017
August 5 American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation - Annual Meeting & Fun Day
September 29 & 30 Birkie Trail Run Festival
December 30 Double Pole Derby

2018
January 1 2018 Birkie Trail Run Festival Registration Opens
January 14 Birkie Tour
January 20 & 21 Gitchi Gami Games
February 22 – 25 44th Slumberland American Birkebeiner & Birkie Week of Festivities
March 9 & 10 Fat Bike Birkie
May 1 Registration Opens For:

2019 Slumberland American Birkebeiner 
2019 Kortelopet 
2019 Prince Haakon 
2019 Birkie Tour 
2019 Fat Bike Birkie 

May 15 Lumberjack 5K Run/Walk Registration Opens
July 28 Lumberjack 5K Run/Walk

We hope to see you in the north woods soon!

Birkie Trail Run Festival
September 29 & 30, 2017

Register Soon!  www.Birkie.com

• Ultra
• Marathon & Relay (3 & 6)
• Half Marathon
• Nordic Trek
• 5k, plus 1K Free for Kids

• On the Birkie Trail!
• On-Site Camping!
• Picnic Fixin’s!
• Live Music!
• Vendor Fair & More!

Birkie Trail
Run Half

Marathon!
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September 30th marks the 16th Birkie Trail Run Festival held on the legendary hills of the iconic Birkie Trail. We’re
more excited than ever, as this year the Birkie Trail Run Half Marathon, part of the Birkie Trail Run Festival weekend of
events, has been selected as the USATF Half Marathon Trail Championship by USA Track & Field, the national governing body. 

“We are honored to host a USATF National Championship and welcome America’s best runners to the beautiful trails of the north woods,”
said Ben Popp, ABSF Executive Director. “Last year, Corrine Malcolm, USATF 50-Mile National Champion and Hayward native, won the
Birkie Trail Run Marathon. We are excited to welcome America’s best long distance runners, like Corrine, to compete in this year’s half marathon
championship. It’ll be an awesome day on the Birkie Trail!”

From the challenge and intensity of a 100-kilometer ultra marathon to the fun of a 5-kilometer run/walk, an es-
timated 1000+ runners and trekkers will take to the Birkie Trail for a day of fun, camaraderie, and outdoor adventure

in the beautiful forest of northwestern Wisconsin. With eight events
on the roster - including a marathon, marathon relay (3 or 6 person
teams), half marathon, Nordic Trek, 5K run/walk, youth 5K (12 and
under) and 1K Kid’s Dash (free for ages 9 and under), along with the
100K ultra marathon - there is a north woods trail experience available for every ability level. 

The Birkie marathon relay race continues to be a favorite with teams of 3 or 6 runners. By
sharing the race, the course is broken up into shorter sections, one for each participant. From
kitschy team t-shirts to post-race celebrations, it is an experience that teams come back for year
after year. Interested teams are encouraged to register soon – there is a relay team registration cap!

The Birkie Trail Run Festival events, sponsored by Salomon, start and finish at Birkie Ridge
Trailhead and place runners and trekkers on some of the most scenic stretches of the famous
Birkie Trail and single-track sections of the CAMBA (Chequamegon Area Mountain Bike Asso-
ciation) trail system.

In 2017, the Birkie Trail Run Festival has expanded activities to include a Vendor Fair, full
roster of events, live music, north woods picnic-style fare, Birkie Brew-Ski on tap, on-site camp-
ing at Birkie Ridge, autumn leaves (courtesy of Mother Nature), an obstacle course for kids (spon-
sored by Hayward Memorial Hospital and Water’s Edge), and Birkie Fever aplenty!

Birkie Half Marathon on National Stage
USATF Half Marathon Trail Championship

Fun Fact: the
shortest leg on
the 6-person relay
team course is
only 2.6K! 

You know the drill, your wave is fast approaching…you anxiously load up your white or yellow
plastic drop bag with your jacket, boots, warm clothes, and personal belongings, then toss it to the
wonderful volunteer at the bag-drop area for pick-up at the end of the race. We’re hoping that the
scenario at Birkie, Korte, and Prince Haakon 2018 looks much the same…yet a whole lot different.
Here’s how…

During the registration process for the 2018 Slumberland American Birkebeiner, Kortelopet, or
Prince Haakon races, registrants have an opportunity to help the American Birkebeiner Ski Foun-
dation (ABSF) to go greener by donating $35 to the ABSF toward a reusable Birkie gear bag. This -
backpack or duffle style bag will be used in lieu of the large yellow or white plastic bags skiers
normally receive as part of their race packet at bib pick-up. The Birkie gear bag is designed to hold
all of the gear - warm clothes, boots, and personal belongings – that skiers need at the finish of their
race. And, this sturdy Birkie gear bag is perfect for any recreational activity year-round.

The custom Birkie gear bag is a slightly larger version of that used by U.S. Ski Team athletes. The
durable, gear bag comes complete with secure zippers, clip closures, a special clear sleeve for bib
numbers on the top of the bag, and sturdy backpack straps. The $125 value exclusive Birkie gear bag,
created by High Sierra, is available only while supplies last and only during the Birkie, Korte, and
Prince Haakon registration process. The order has already been placed and there are limited extra quantities available! 

It is the hope of the ABSF that race participants will choose this option which will ultimately assist in reducing the overall amount of waste
generated by use of plastic bags during annual ski events. Only the official Birkie gear bag or the provided yellow or white plastic bags will be
accepted at bag drop-off on race day 2018; no other bags or packs will be accepted for bag transport. Claim your bag soon while supplies last!
Details are available at www.Birkie.com.

Going Green with Birkie Gear Bag
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Commitment Driven & Community Focused

The Wisconsin Northwoods have never
looked so good ... or been so affordable!

Recreation by day.
Peace and tranquility by night.

Set in secluded woods, overlooking Mount Telemark or on the shores
of Lake Namakagon, Telemark's Christiana Villas and Telemark Point

Condos offer you convenience and luxury for a
memorable Northwoods vacation. 

Your Northwest Wisconsin recreational base
F O R  A L L  T H I N G S  N O RT H E R N  W I S C O N S I N

View our website for more information: www.telemarkcondos.com
Reservations: Tel: (715) 798-3999 Ext # 522 or email: Ownerservice@cheqnet.net

Salomon
Title Sponsor

Carlson, MD
CLIF Bar

Corner Deli 

FITS
GU Energy Labs

Hayward Coffee Company
Nuun

Trek Bikes

45NRTH
Title Sponsor

Freewheel Bike
Presenting Sponsor

9:ZERO:7
BeFAST
Bemer

Borah Teamwear
CLIF Bar

Corner Deli 
DIRT Bicycle Components 

GU Energy
Framed Bikes

Hayward Coffee Company

Hed Bicycle Products
Magura USA

Maxxis International USA
Nuun

Trek Bikes
VeloFix

Wild Cat Grooming

Fat Bike Birkie SponsorsBirkie Trail Run Sponsors

With Special Thanks To Our Sponsors



8 Slumberland American Birkebeiner

– Annie Hart, U.S. Ski Team Member & Birkie Ambassador

500 years ago, Hippocrates (the father of Western medicine) coined the term “food is medi-
cine.” While there is no doubt that advances in medicine have significantly improved the quality (and
length) of life, the notion that food can play just as an important role in maintaining and aug-
menting health is making its comeback. And in the tastiest way possible.

Meet my new favorite - Turmeric. Besides its stunning golden hue, Turmeric is also one of the
most nutritious foods out there. And, Turmeric tastes delicious. It’s subtle spiciness pairs perfectly
with both sweet and savory dishes. It adds an unexpected but welcome punch to tea, oatmeal, and
smoothies. Recently I’ve been seasoning roasted potatoes with turmeric, and have developed my new
go-to morning oatmeal recipe which I’m happy to share with my fellow Birkie
athletes!

Turmeric contains curcumin - a compound
with impressive anti-inflammatory and antioxi-
dant properties (and anti-Alzheimer, anti-cancer,
anti-arthritis*…the list goes on…). For any ath-
lete - whether you’re running, skiing or biking -
inflammation is the natural result of stress (train-
ing), the release of cortisol, and the breaking
down and building of muscle mass. While in-
flammation is a necessary component of training,
excessive inflammation greatly inhibits recovery.
So, any food that blocks inflammatory com-
pounds should be a staple of an athlete’s diet. Cur-
cumin specifically blocks NF-kB, a molecule that
triggers inflammation genes*.

Athlete’s should also seek antioxidant rich
foods. In a nutshell, antioxidants block free radicals. Free radicals attack normal cells and in the
absence of antioxidants free radicals can have devastating effects on typical body processes. In ad-
dition to providing antioxidants, Curcumin boosts the body’s own production of antioxidants.

In addition to turmeric, the ginger, cinna-
mon and maple syrup make this a beautiful and
delectable morning treat. I add collagen pep-
tides (an unflavored protein that has good for
your gut properties), and top with Greek yogurt
(probiotics!) and nut butter (healthy fats!).

For me, starting off the day with a breakfast
that will not only power me up for a morning
session, but then immediately help me begin my
recovery for the next thing is crucially impor-
tant. This meal sits easily in the stomach, mak-
ing it perfect for any type of activity- be it some
light morning yoga or an event at the Birkie
Trail Run Festival (Saturday, September 30th).
Give this a try on race day, or, for some added
nutrition, add it to your morning routine the
week leading up to your race! Let me know what
you think, and if you’re looking for other en-
durance recipes, check out  @enduringeats on
Instagram.
*https://authoritynutrition.com/top-10-evidence-based-health
benefits-of-turmeric/

2
Start Your Training Day on the Right Foot!

Annie Hart’s Training Oats Serves 1

1 cup unsweetened almond milk (or other milk, water also works)

2 inch piece fresh turmeric, finely grated (alternatively 1/2 tsp ground turmeric)

1 inch piece fresh ginger, finely grated (alternatively 1/4 tsp ground ginger)

1/4 tsp ground cinnamon

1 fresh date, finely chopped

1 Tbsp maple syrup

1/2 cup rolled oats

1 scoop unflavored protein powder

Banana, nut butter, hemp seeds, chia sees, yogurt, collagen…any toppings!

In a small sauce pan combine milk, turmeric, ginger, cinnamon, date and maple

syrup. Bring to a boil, and then add your oats. Turn heat to low, and cook until liquid

is all  absorbed. Just before serving mix in protein powder. Let sit for two minutes,

and then top with anything (and everything)!         -Annie
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Natural Intervals
Find some hilly terrain and use the nat-

ural topography to dictate your intervals.
Run the uphills hard, relax on the downhills,
and take the flats at a medium pace. De-
pending on the course, some of your inter-
vals may be several minutes while others may
just be :30 seconds. Our heart rates tend to
climb naturally due to the work of going up-
hill and you are just helping that along by in-
creasing your effort. The terrain helps keep
you honest and I love to do this on ski trails,
especially the Birkie Trail. Natural intervals
can help prepare you for ski season where
you can glide and relax on the downhills.

Technique Ideas
I used to think that running didn’t re-

quire any technique, and you just went for it
and it didn’t matter if you ran like a gorilla
pretending to be a duck. Shortly before turn-
ing 25 a friend offered to help me with my
running technique and after a few sessions
and tips I improved my 3000m PR by nearly
1 minute or 10%. Since then I have contin-
ued to run faster and faster and am sold on a
few basic technique ideas.

Cadence
Studies of elite runners have shown that

a cadence of over 180 foot strikes per minute
is ideal and that this cadence is similar dur-
ing both race pace and training pace. It is also

thought that a high -
er cadence means
that you have less
contact time on the
ground and thus
produce less force
which can help re-
duce injury. 

Arm Swing
Focus on swing  -

ing your arms for-
ward and back as
opposed to across
your chest. You want
to be as efficient as
possible and move
down the trail

rather than side to side. An easy drill is to
carry your ski poles in the middle of the shaft
and you can get a good idea of the trajectory
of your arms.

Run Tall
Keep your hips and feet underneath you

and stand tall. Good posture will mean that
your lungs can fill up to maximum capacity
with oxygen.

Run Forward (Not Up)
Pretend you are running next to a hedge

and you want the top of your head to stay
even with the top of the hedge the entire
time. When you bound above the hedge you
are wasting energy vertically, plus you then
have to catch that energy on your next foot
strike. I find it helpful to think about dorsi-
flexing my ankle and almost dropping my
knee forward to limit my vertical movement.
I have found this imagery of keeping a sharp
angle in the ankle has helped my classic ski-
ing too.

Running on trails is much more gentle
on the body. Another way to help protect
yourself from getting too beat up while
adding some more upper body strength and
burning more calories is to add short ski
poles and run/hike/bound with poles. As we
wait for our ski trails to be covered in snow,
running is an excellent way to gain fitness
and prepare for ski season. Find a friend and
get out together to enjoy some time in the
woods. 

Enjoy the run and see you on the trails!

Running for Better Skiing
Training Tips for the Off-Season

Ski. Run. Bike. Live!

Running with a friend will help put a smile on both of your faces.

Caitlin & Brian Gregg, 2016 Birkie Half Marathon
Champions

– Brian Gregg, 2014 Olympian, 2x winner of
the American Birkebeiner Trail Run Half
Marathon & Birkie Ambassador

unning is one of my favorite and most
efficient ways to improve fitness. I

love all 30-pair of my Madshus cross country
skis, boots, and poles, and enjoy looking at
the weather and snow to select the wax of the
day, but sometimes it is hard to beat the sim-
plicity of just lacing up the shoes and head-
ing out the door for a nice run. Running is a
full weight bearing exercise and catching
your full weight over 180 times/minute can
be a great strength workout for your legs too.  

Workout Ideas
Easy Distance

Over 80% of my running workouts
would be classified as easy distance workouts.
Move at a comfortable conversational pace
and don’t stress about going too fast.  In gen-
eral I find it better to go slower and longer
and my easy distance workouts range from
30-100 minutes

Over Distance 
I try to do an over distance workout

once every ten days. These workouts are de-
signed to deplete your glycogen stores and
build your endurance. Long distance work-
outs are 2+ hours and you should get tired
from the duration. 

R
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Your one-stop shop in CAMBA Country.

1-800-754-8685
www.newmoonski.com

E-BIKES
Give yourself a boost!

ROAD, KIDS’ &
MOUNTAIN BIKES

ROLLERSKIS & SKI EQUIPMENT

NEW 
MOONSki & Bike

REGISTER
SOON!

Birkie Waves
are Filling!

www.Birkie.com
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in our event logistics, they impact overall par-
ticipant experience, and genuinely help to
keep Birkie events in a class of their own.
Birkie volunteers bring so much to the ABSF
– skills, experience, friendship, leadership, en-
thusiasm, and inspiration – yet the gift of
time, this precious commodity, they simply
give. We thank our amazing, dedicated, and
loyal volunteers for their generous and
thoughtful gift of time. 

The next time you encounter one of our
wonderful Birkie Volunteers, please remember
that they are the lifeblood of the events – and
if you appreciate all they do for you and the
Birkie, please thank them. We are grateful.

Special thanks to Timber Ford, the year-
round sponsor of our Birkie volunteers!

If you’re interested in becoming a Birkie
volunteer or if you’re a participant thinking

about giving a little something back through-
out the year, we’d love to include you in our
volunteer ranks. To learn more, please con-
tact us at birkie@birkie.com.  

Time is Priceless…Just Like Birkie Volunteers!
ime is perhaps the most precious re-

source in our lives. Yet in fall, winter,
spring, and summer, our dedicated Birkie vol-
unteers generously donate their time to help
make certain that ABSF events unfold like
clockwork. Their volunteer time, so thought-
fully given to improve the experiences of so
many, is truly priceless. 

Volunteers make an enormous difference

T

Not everyone knows that the Birkie has
Chiefs…52 to be exact. Birkie Race Chiefs are
uber volunteers who help to coordinate our
hundreds and hundreds of volunteers. They are
responsible for carrying on the tradition of ex-
cellence as established by decades of Race
Chiefs before them. From leading volunteers
at aid stations, to painstakingly organizing
awards, to overseeing the finish line food tent,
Race Chiefs have the highest rank in our posse
of volunteers – and we couldn’t do what we do
without them! 

With the recent retirement of a few Race
Chiefs, we are looking for four dedicated vol-
unteers who are up for the challenge!  We are
in need of Race Chiefs for Birkie Lost &
Found, OO Trailhead Aid Station, Finish Line
Food Station, and Parking.  These key roles
play an integral part during Birkie race week.
Being a Race Chief is akin to being an exten-
sion of the Birkie staff during Birkie Week in

February. And, leading up to Birkie Week
2018, each Race Chief is responsible for assist-
ing in securing volunteers for their specific lo-
cation. 

Beyond the fun, satisfaction, and good
feeling Race Chiefs get through their volun-
teerism, are there any other benefits? Plenty!
From a new, brand-name, Birkie Race Chief
winter jacket (every two years), to other Race
Chief specific SWAG items like hooded sweat-
shirts, quarter zips, or technical apparel, to a
stipend to make sure their volunteers are com-
fortable on race day, and much more, the re-
wards are plenty!

If you’re looking for a rewarding volunteer
role that truly makes a difference to thousands
of people, including the Birkie staff, please
email us at birkie@birkie.com. You’ll be wear-
ing your Birkie Race Chief jacket with pride in
no time!

chief
noun
1. the head or leader of an organized
body of people; the person highest in
authority:

Thank You to our Over 2000
Volunteers!  #BestVolunteersEver
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skiers to embrace the love of the sport and
develop a life-long love of skiing. 

“We’ve found that lifestyle sports are,
unfortunately, not always taught in
schools,” said Ben Popp, ABSF executive
director. “It is important to the ABSF that
we create opportunities to expose all ages
to healthy, active lifestyle sports, and to do
our part to carry on the incredible Nordic
legacy of the Birkie.”

From developing trails and training
coaches, to helping after school programs
secure ski gear, or helping Nordic ski clubs
to participate in ski events, the ABSF De-
velopment Grant program is growing the
sport one skier at a time.

Is your club or program eligible for an
ABSF Development Grant? 

Criteria for consideration when select-
ing ABSF grant recipients includes: the
creation of new or expansion of existing
cross-country ski programs; sustainable,
quality programs that promote cross-coun-
try skiing; programs that demonstrate an
ability to promote the Birkie mission and
lifestyle in their communities; and pro-
grams that have matching grants. Addi-
tionally, programs that support running,
biking, and other off-season programs for
skiers are also considered and supported by
the ABSF Skier Development Grant pro-
gram. 

ith childhood and adult obesity
putting all ages at risk for poor

health, it is more important than ever to
find ways to instill a desire to get up and
get moving. Whether biking, running, hik-
ing, swimming, skiing, or engaging in any
other physical activity, the ABSF has made
it their mission to promote fun, energetic
activity as part of a healthy, active, Birkie
lifestyle. From programming for youth and
adults, to annual sporting events like the
Birkie or Barnebirkie, or with grants
through our ABSF Development Grant
program, the ABSF is striving to get peo-
ple moving like never before. 

Each year, the American Birkebeiner
Ski Foundation (ABSF) provides grant
funding opportunities to programs that
promote and encourage sport develop-
ment. To date, the ABSF has awarded
$478,100 to sporting programs through-
out the United States. With an emphasis
on Nordic skiing, the ABSF Development
Grant program has helped hundreds of
clubs and thousands of youth and adult

What Kinds of ABSF Development
Grants are available?

From small grants to large grants,
coaches training grants to matching grants
– there is bound to be an ABSF grant cat-
egory to help you, an in turn help us, to
continue to grow the future of Nordic
sports by developing future skiers today!

How do I apply for an ABSF
 Development Grant?

With a grant submission deadline of
Thursday, September 18, 2017, all details
and guidelines are available by visiting
www.Birkie.com/Live. Questions? Email
grants@birkie.com.

Whether a youth development pro-
gram, a program for adults, a trail mainte-
nance program, a new program, an
established program, a multi-discipline
program, or a coaches training program,
we’d love to hear how your club or pro-
gram is getting youth and adults up and
moving!

The ABSF is On a Mission!
The Case for Developing a Life-Long Love of Skiing

W ‘‘

’’

As of 2016, the
ABSF has awarded
$478,100 to
 programs that
 promote and
 encourage sport
development!
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Birkie Fever – Business
Animal House Pet Clinic

Johnson Mediation

Birkie Fever – Family
Kate & Paul Barbour
Curtiss & Amy Beilke
Dale & Wendy Brott

Ralph Bovard
Richard Ekstrum & Becky Burdick

John & Margaret Dimpfel
Aaron & Alyssa Douglas
Jeffrey & Katie Eichten

John Garrett & Colleen Graham
Gregg & Shari Hietpas

Lori & Joe House
Laura & Joel Koenig

Steven Kramer
Richard Pierce & Sandy Lampman

John & Sue Leighton
Timothy & Amy Louis

Chris Algeo
Ronald Anderson

Chuck Anger
Bill Arnold

John Arntzen
Ulf Bach

Randy Bates
Keith Bengtson

Frederick Bissell III
Nicholas Bryant
Bob Bukowski
Scott Carlson

Steven Carmazon 
Wendel Chamberlin
Ronald Christenson

Heather Cichanowski
Scott Clements

Mark Collins
Ladd Conrad

Jeff T. Cummisford
James Daggett

Duncan McLean
Steven & Mary Kay Menk

Christian & Mary Michener
Denise Vervelde & Nisimoy

John Oestreich
Eric & Tiffany Pifel
Tim & Patty Pitera

Ron & Kathy Raymond
Susan & Fred Scheer

Todd & Melissa Sheldon
Greg Sorenson

John & Ann Stien
Zoran Stancic &

Aleksandra Stuparic-Stancic
David & Annette Swanson
Kristin & Daniel Tjornehoj

Andy & Jess Weddle
Ronald & Sue Weiler

Birkie Fever – Individual
Carie Alexander

Andrew Dahl
Jon Derksen

Todd Derksen
Kevin Dillon

Justin Eberhardt
Chris Eggert

Genevieve Emery
Erik Ensrud

Alan Eusden
Jim Falconer
Bruce Fiedler
Mark Gherty

Reid Gilbertson
Stephen Gordon
Andrew Goyke

Gregory Grossart
Yuriy Gusev
Emily Harris

Tera Hasbargen
Ralph Hendrix

Mike Herro

Brett Ostby
Kathie Pautsch

Pamela Peterson
Richard Pike

Peter L. Rayne
Jim Reckinger

Judy & Thomas Rowley
Pat Sandstrom

Patrick Scheckel
David Scott

Timothy Seline
Charles Smith

Larry Sobal
Lori Steinbach
Leslie Taylor

Matthew Thomas
Paula Tonn
Curt Travis

Mark Van Etten
Jeffrey Warshaw

Catherine Watkins

Stan C. Hokanson
Jay Hole

Paul Holte
Jo Anne House
Aubrey Hoye

Daniel Hueber
Brent King
Tim Kufahl
Julia Kyle

Bob Lamoreaux
John Lesko

Richard Lucchetti
Jay Lyons

Leslie Maclin
Gary Maher

James Monette
Jonathan Nagel

John Neis
Blaise Nemeth
John O'Connell

Kelly O'Neill

American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation Members 2016-2017

ABSF Members Help to Make it Happen!
Thanks to our membership, the ABSF is able to continue our mission of hosting world-class events year-round; of encouraging
a healthy, active lifestyle for all ages and abilities; and ensuring our stewardship of the amazing 100+ kilometer Birkie Trail – one
of the most scenic and beautiful recreational forest trail systems in the world. As witnessed by the testimonials above, member-
ship is also shaping lives by supporting a variety of youth development programs to inspire the next generation of outdoor en-
thusiasts. Being an ABSF member is also a commitment to securing the legacy and future of the largest and most amazing
cross-country ski race in all of North America. Whatever your reason for membership, we are grateful and truly thank you
for your ongoing support. If you’re not a member, we’d love to welcome you to the Birkie family. Please contact us at
birkie@birkie.com to learn more. 

ABSF Development Grants in Action
Our Kids Will Never Forget - Thoughts from an ABSF Grant Recipient
“We feel lucky to have received an ABSF Development Grant for our cross-country skiing pro-
gram for students in our school district. During our 8-week program, kids learn the basics of
Nordic skiing, nutrition, and are exposed to a healthy lifestyle.   Nordic skiing is an experience
that our kids will never forget.  Most of our students don't get involved in this sport unless their
family members are cross-country skiers themselves.  It is our goal to teach as many kids as we
can about cross-country skiing.  I'm a believer that silent sports are a great, healthy, active
lifestyle for students, our community, and our future.”

- Ceci Aho, Physical Education Teacher, Ironwood, MI

For a New Generation of Skiers - Thoughts from an ABSF Grant Recipient
“Thanks to our ABSF grants, CXC Nordic Rocks for Schools and Igor Legacy Camps
have impacted the lives of even more youth this past year.  From enrolling new
schools to adding new program participants, CXC and the many Nordic families &
communities involved truly appreciate the support of the ABSF Development Grants
in helping to promote a lifestyle focused on health, wellness, and fitness for a new
generation of skiers.

- Bruce Manske, CXC, Stillwater, MN
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Jasmine Wiley
Scott Williams
Sheila Wilson
John Wyland

Birkie Enthusiast – Business
Drumming Woods

Hansen Chiropractic
New Moon Ski & Bike

Norske Nook Inc.
Property Management of

Hayward Inc.
Right On Creative

Riverbrook Bike & Ski
The Ranch Supper Club

Todd Juhlin

Birkie Enthusiast – Family
Elaine & Kent Adams

James Agre
Susan & John Bauer

William & Beverly Bauer
Jason & Jennifer Beckermann

Steve Bejarano
Joan Cervenka & Randy Borchardt

Allen & Lukas Campbell
Charles Leuthner & Ellen Cochran

Christopher & Elizabeth Coon
Jeffrey & Jeanne Craig

Kristin & Jeff Dahl
John Fitzsimmons

Luke & Mandy Fortney
Kirk Geadelmann

William & Marilyn Gorham
John Gorringe

Jeanne & Thomas Grist
Michael & Amy Hanson

Bob & Linda Heath
Matthew & Gabrielle Hester

Keith Holmquist
Holly Huso

James Kelley &
Lindsay Jackson Nichols
Tracey & Scott Johnson

David Karlovich
Lynda & John Kern

Scott Button & Ibuki Kimura
Gretchen & David Lindgren

Mark Lowder
Peter & Melissa Malen
Daniel & Erika Manson

Benjamin & Alison Menk
Jeremiah & Ana Menk

Leon Radant & Margaret Miller
Aaron Mock

Michael Gotzsche &
Mary Moench

Kristin Smith & Chris Morley
Alyson Chapman & Michael Orr
Diane Vornbrock & Joel Ostby

Mark Palmer
Trent & Clara Ping

Scott & Darlene Richardson
Dean & Kristen Rodeheaver

Jennifer Sereno
Bob & Jayme Simon

John Torinus
Jeff & Cheryl Tumbleson

Jonathan Van Horn
Steven Smith & Wendy Wood

Margaret Walsh
Mark Weber

Todd Williams

Birkie Enthusiast – Individual
Liz Adams

Matthew Aldrich
Bruce Alexander

Jennifer Anderson
William Angoli

Phil Archer
David Asp

Omar Awad
Jason Beckermann

Mark Berggren
Robert Bodach

Daniel Julie
Georgia Kaftan

Joe Kane
Nicole Kime

Thomas Kleven
Peter Koel
Lisa Koel

David Kolstad
Caroline Kostroski

Keith Krueger
Dennis Kruse
Barbara Krzak

Joe Kyes
Jamon Lamers

Eric Larson
Karl Larson
Steve Lee
Bruce Lilly

Jacque Lindskoog
Carl Lippert

Norman Lehto
Kristina Lund

Robert MacCarty
Stephen Maciosek

Mike Maiers
Cordell Manz

Harry Maranowicz
William Martin

Richard Marusinec
Kimberly Mathews
Kimberly Mathews

Paul Matson
Peter Maves

Maddie McAlister
John McCarthy

Christopher McGrath
Cindi McGrath
Tom McLeod

Jeffrey Meade
Max Menacher Jr.

Patrick Meyer
Elaine Miller

Wesley Miller
Robert Mitchell

Ken Mogren
Jack Moin
Jim Moore
Sam Moore
Jack Moyn

Michael Munn
Allison Nagel
Tadhg Nakada

John Neis
Nancy Nelson
Philip Nelson

Timothy Nelson
Constance Nesseth

Eric Neumann
Ellen Nickel
Mark Novak

Gary Nussbaum
David Ofsevit
William Olson

John Oman
Doug Osterberg

Jonathan Patz
Boyd Paulu

James Pearson
Gerald Peatrowsky
C. Paul Pedersen

Terry Penman
Thomas Peters
Jon Peterson
Patty Pitera
Toni Popp
Jim Porath

Patrick Quinn
Julie Reddan

Roger Remark
David J. Rhude

Julie Rieth
Michael Kerry Robinson

Bruce Rosenheimer
Julie Rudolph

Ed Ryan
Marva Sahs

Mary Bolla
John Boller
Jim Bolton

Jamie Boyle
Eric Brandt

Amanda Brine
Blake Bristow
Regina Brown
Terry Brueck

Robert Brumder
Timothy Burke
William Butsic

Malwina Caban
Chris Campbell
Danita Carlson

Barbara J. Chapin
Samuel Chapin

Tim Chisser
Scott Clements
Richard Clifford
Michael Colgan
Jennifer Corlett
David Dayton

David Delforge
Anna DeMers
Frank Dennis

Susan DeNuccio
Jim DeRoma

Debbie Detzner
Tom Detzner

Angelica Di Silvestri
Gary Di Silvestri
Charles Duede

Don Duffy
Terry Duke

Rod Erickson
Kjell Erlandsson

Edward Eroe
Michael Evelo

Charlie Evenson
Jeanine Evenson

Steven Eyer
Paul Fate

Virginia Feleppa
Ken Fenton
Bryan Fish

Christopher Foreman
Bemjamin Fortney

James Fowler
Ken Frame

Lorrie Franson
Marvin Franson
Marilyn Franzen
Charles Frinak

Bonnie Fuller-Kask
Bob Fulmer
Jon Furlow

Kurt Garvens
Walter Gates III
Victoria Gaynor

Shelly Gilbertson 
Todd Gillihan

William Gotfryd
Elizabeth Gracie

Greg Greene
Bill Hague

Elsa Hansen
Anne Hanson
Craig Hanson
Eric Hanson

Thomas Hardel
John Harris

Debbie Harvey
Daniel Hayden
Jerry Hazard

Tom Held
Kevin Holmes

Paul Holte
Aaron Holtebeck

Mark Hooley
Andy Hyser

Thomas Jansen
Alan Johnson

Genevieve Johnson
Noel Johnson

Todd Jones

Rob Salmon
Steven Saltz

John M. Saunders
Elizabeth Schluter
Warren Schneider
Andrew Schwartz

Ralph Schwartz
Adam Segar

Carolyn Senty
Kathleen Shankwitz

Allison Slavick
Douglas Small
Paulette Smith

Timothy Stellmacher
Teresa Stone

Rob ert Stroebel
Wayne Soulier
Peter Stenoien

Kirsten Stenoien
Maha Tahiri

Thomas Tessendorf
Steve Thatcher
Teresa Theiler

Ralph Thornton
David Thorp
Brian Thyr

Douglas Michele Turco
Mary Beth Tuttle

Ronda Tworek
Michael Ubbelohde

Dale Vaillancourt
Patricia Valusek

William Van Haren
Paul Vargo

Gregg Voigt
Roy Vosberg
Ann Wagar
Paula Waite
Bruce Walk

Michael Walker
Bill Weidner

Jennifer D . Weltzin 
Doug White

Therese White
Eric Wiberg
Tonja Wick

Paul Wiedeman
Tony Wiederkehr

Scott Williams
Noah Wise

Joshua Wittenberg
Jon Wolff

Dave Wood
Luke Wood

Abbott Wright
Mark Ziegler

Frank Zink

Birkie Supporter – Business
BeFast

Bohmann Concrete
Century 21 Woods to Water

Realty
Chequamegon Fat Tire Festival

Corbond of Hayward
Dragonfly Studio

Fischer's Auto Repair
Peter Fruehling

Gear West
Glassworks of Hayward

Hayward Fitness Fanatics
Hayward Land & Title

William Hittler
King Realty

Thomas Konat
Louie's Finer Meats

Pinewood Realty
Seeley Veterinary Clinic
Singletree Woodworks

Waxbenches.com / True North
Outdoors LLC

Birkie Supporter – Family
Scott Ackatz

Charles Anderson
Kirsten Aune

Jason Morrison
Connie Meek

Carol Mueller-Brumbaugh
James Mullen

John, Diane, Ellie, Lauren Munger
Everett Myers

Cheri Nehl
Gregg Nelson
Jerry Nelson

Richard & Brenna Nelson
Bruce Olson
Max Owens
Steve Parcell

Jackie Schaus-Pautsch &
Greg Pautsch
Henry Peck

Alexander Pendleton
Carlton Perry

Christopher Peske
Katie Pfaff

James Coors & Ann Pollock
Ben & Megan Popp

Will Popp
Wade Loberger & Melissa Putzer

William Ragen
Todd Goold & Dana Rasmussen

John Rathje
Jeff Roberts

Jeremey & Destiny Rodriguez
Kevin Rogers

Greg & Amy Rowley
James Ryan

Kent Sall
Stephen & Ann Scharrer

Cass & Nicole Scheer
Jeffrey Schimpff

Richard Schneider
Mark & Barbara Sharon

Jim Shattuck
Jeffrey Shepard

John Shirriff
Tom Simon

Theodore Skemp
Oyvind & Susan Solvang

Steve & Jill Sonnesyn
Richard Bates &

Jessica Southworth-Bates
Aaron Staut

Suzanne Swanson
Joe & Eileen Timmerman

Alana & Dennis Tumbleson
Mike Uihlein

Seth Dee & Kerstin Ulf
Liz Vadeboncoeur
Jim Vanlwaarden

Andrew Wall
Monica Wallen

Emmerson Ward
Dave Ward

Deacon Warner
Robert Boucher &
Mary Washburne

Mary Wawro
Gregg & Marie-Anne Westigard

Wayne & Barbara Williamson
Barbara Wille

J. Michael Wilson
Scott & Kay Wilson
Emily Wittenberg

Birkie Supporter – Individual
Tony Agostini
Thomas Ajax

Elizabeth Alvarado
Michael Allan

Douglas Anderson
David Anderson
Ronald Anderson

Paul Anderson
Jeff Annesley

Paul Arbisi
David Armstrong
Chris Armstrong

Dennis Arthur
Tim Asplund

Greg Avey
Mark Avkerman

Mark Babich
Dean Bachmeier

Cindi Bannink

Gino Baldarotta
Travis Bassett

Don & Heidi Becker
Michael Becker

Brian Bell
Christina & Nick Berens

Jacob Beste
Taylor Duffy-Biser & Josh Biser

Robert & Mary Kay Bodensteiner
Fred Boetcher
Kathi Cauley
Amy Cesarz

Scott & Stacy Chapin
John & Chris Clement

Brooke Darst Rice
Charlie Dee

Nan Delwiche
Bruce Derauf

Michael Devanie
Lynn & Stephen Dolan

Eric Dott
Cheryl DuBois
Dave Duede

Patrick & Shelley Duffy
Thomas & Carol Duffy

Fred Dunaway
Thomas Dvoratchek

Courtney Elford
Jane Bidwell &

Marcia Engebretson
Elizabeth Engel
Carol Engelhart

Erik & Shana Erickson
Sara Fabel

James & Cynthia Felts
John & Carol Fitzgerald
Cindy & James Gardner

Greg Genin
Bernadette Gillick

John Graham
Mike Graham

Brian & Caitlin Gregg
Bill & Sally Hague

Ted Haland
Bjorn & Kris Hanson

Heather Haugen
Mike & Jan Healy

James & Anne Hertel
Stacey Hessel

Martha Hickner
Jeff Hilligoss

Richard & Sarah Hoban
Joseph & Cheryl Hoida

Gretchen Hudacek
Mark Hughes

Michael & Mary Huth
Michael Hutton

Kyra Jackson
Dave Johnson

Mary Kay & Loren Johnson
Phillip Johnsrud

Tim & Mary Kamp
Arthur & Janet Kardatzke

Gene Kay
Sonja Konzen
John Kotar &

Nina Albanese-Kotar
Uldis & Kati Kreslins

Kevin Krueger
Arne & Miriam Lagus
Andrew Wills Larson
Randy & Vicki Larson

Steven Louis
Robert & Marilyn Mackie

Griffith Madigan
Don & Janet Maher
Eric & Kristy Maki

Michael Mandli
Bruce Manske

Nathan Marsten
Mark Mathews
Craig Matticks

Steven Mayeron
Kevin McAleese
James McAlpine

Michael & Karen McFadzen
Mary McKelvey
Bill McKinney

Kevin McKown
Caitlin McNulty & Jill Meilahn

American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation 
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Mark Baran
Ben Bartoszuk
Cara Battles
Mary Bauer

William H Bauer
Nancy Bauer
Mary Bauer

Joseph Bauer
Ryan Baxter

Steven Beezley
Tim Behrends
Gary Bender

Thomas Bender
Brian Bennett
Tod Benson
Dan Benson

Kathleen Berens
Mark Berens

Rick Berge
Robert Bergum
Mike Berkopec
Nancy Berlin

Stephen Biggs
Ryan Bimson
Scott Binder
Roger Bird

Richard Bjodstrup
Dan Bloomquist

Adam Bock
Janet Boemer

Terrell Boetcher
Mark Bohnhorst

Rhett Bonner
Michael Bono
George Boody
Kathy Bourne
Ed Bousquet
Bill Bowler

Reb Bowman
Chad Boyles
Barb Bradley

James Bradley
Matthew Bratager

Erin Brault
PJ Braun

David Braun
John Breitinger

Jason Brent
Joe Brinckerhoff 
Amanda Brody

Tom Brown
Deane Bruner

Will Brunkhorst
David Buck

Brett Budzius
Cele Bull

Lise Buonocore
Robert Burch

Brandan Burger
John Burke

Robert Burnham
Philip Bush

John Calamari
Douglas Cale
Kati Campbell
Jeff Campbell

Ronald Campbell
Paul Campobasso

Ronald Capacio
Cheri Carr

Donald Carr
Lynette Carani

Christopher Carani
Dale Cardwell
Mark Carlson

Charles Carlson
Thomas Carr

Derek Cassaday
Cherrie Catlin
Jay Cavaiani

Michael Cavanaugh
Steve Challeen

Mark Chelmowski
Tom Cheney

Michael Choate
Dave Christenson

Marion Christoph
Gerry Cichanowski

Joel Cladouhos
Sherren Clark
Joshua Clark
Jeff Clausen

Brian Clauser
Michael Cleary
Mark Clifford

Michael Collins
Thomas Comfort

Kevin Crystal
Kristi Cumming

Wayne Czypinski
Dave Davenport

Robert Davenport
Cecily Dawson

Phil DeLong
Michael Dennis
Andy Desmond
Brad Dettman
Karl Dewahl
Paul Didion

Kathleen Dillon
Amy Dinkel-VanValkenburg

Rich Dirks
Leon Dixon

Michael Doyle
Hugh Duffy

Patrick Duffy
Eugene Dumas
Ian D. Duncan

Dave Eckel
Peggy Edquist
Paul Eckerline
Donald Eddy
Kris Edwards
Will Edwards
Paul Egelhoff

Keith Eker
Mary Eloranta
Ann Emmerich 
Matthew Engen
Robert Erdmann
David Evenson

Dave Fako
Clarence Feng

Ian Fields
Greg Fields

Elfriede Finnegan
Joel Fisher

Sean Fitzgerald
Tim Fitzgerald
Katrina Forest

Christian Franken
Lawrence Frederking

Kristen Friedrichs
Harold Friestad
Steven Gardiner
Richard Garrison

Eric Gaumnitz
Astri Gerdes
Caleb Gerdes
Thom Gerst
Boyd Getz

John Gierke
John Gildersleeve

Mark Gillen
Nona Goertz

Daniel Goldberg
Karen Gredvig
Denny Green

Ron Gritt
Jacob Groethe
Brian Gustin

Wendy Haesemeyer
Jonathan Hagen
Robert Haines

John Hallett
Gerald Hansen
Robert Hansen
Peter Hanson

Ronald Hartman
Sue Hartman
Beth Hassler
Ann Heaslett

Kari Hedin
Craig Heilman

Ellen Heine
Mark Helgeson
Dennis Henkel
Gary Herdrich

Mark Herr
Jeremy Hill
Alan Hills

Andrew Hilton
Travis Hinck
Jon Hirsch

Vladimir Hlas
Douglas Hoelscher

Jim Hoeppner
Elizabeth Holland

Jeff Hommes
Dave Horan
Tom Howe
Michael Hu

Bradley Hughes
Cynthia Hunt
Alan Hutton
Tom Hysell
Abett Icks

Robert Iverson
William Jackson

Jerry Jackson
Mark Jacobson

Daniel Jacobson
Andy Jaekels

Andrew Johnsen
Grant Johnson
Sarah Johnson

Michael Johnson
Gary Johnson

Dan Josephson
Jennifer Juhlin
Kari Juntunen
Andy Kaiser
Andy Kangas
Brian Kantar

Judith Karshna
Paul Keber

Russell Keene
Ian Kees

Tim Kennedy
Gregory Kil

Gray Kimbrell
Mark Kincheloe
Maureen Kinney

Michael Kirk
Robert Klement

Mark Klingelhoets
Nancy Knutson
Robert Koebert
David Koehler

Steve Koller
Steven Konkel
Bill Kopanda
David Kranz
Mary Krook
Gerald Kubik
Kevin Kumpf 

Robb Lageson
Kristina LaMarche

Dayton Lang
John Lanser

Thom Larson
Matthew Laue
Keith Lauritsen

Sandra Law
Tom Lawn
Bob Leach

Steve Lennick
Kathryn Leonard Friedman

Irving Lerner
Benoit Letendre

Elliott Levine
Stephen Lindell

Gilles Lortie
Jeff Loss

David Luehr
James Scott Lundberg

Brock Lundberg
Louella Smart Lupo

Jerry Lynch
Marcus Magnuson

Philip Mahoney
William Maierhofer

Mike Maiers
Jason Majernik

Lucas Malm
Brian Markes

Jeff Marks
Jim Marschalek
Geoffrey Martin
Steven Martin 

Parrish Marugg
Michael Matty

Peter May
Jack McCoy

Jim McDonnell
Eileen McGinnity
Cate McKinney

Margot McKlveen
Ted McKlveen

Charlotte McKlveen
Walter Meanwell
Timothy Medlin
Barbara Menge
Marian Meyer

Matthew Meyer
Stephen Michals

Jim Michler
David Midthun

Audun Mikkelson
Shellie Milford

Elly J Miller
Jim Miller
Bill Minge

Art Mitchel
Mark Moffa
James Mohr
James Mohr
Amy Mondry

Andrew Moore
Katherine Moore
Scott Moorman

Joseph Morehouse
Ryan Morris

Austin Morrow
Sharyn Moss
Kevin Moss

Louis Muench
Terry Mullins
Larry Myers
Jan Myrda

Stephen Narveson
David Navarro

Brian Nett
Mark Nienstaedt
Peter Nordgren
John Nordquist
Will Novotny

Bill Nussdorfer
Will Oberton
David O'Brien

Gina Oesterreich
Ari Ofsevit
Allan Ohm
Tom Oliver

Christa Olson
Mike Olson
Ted Olson

Andrew Oman
John Oman

Peter O'Meara
Charles O'Meara
Stephen Opatik
John Osborne
Paul Oswald

Gale Otterholt
Bob Oxborough

Mike Palm
Brian Pauley

David Paulson
Vessa Pearsall

Jim Pearsall
Greg Peloquin
Steve Peplinski
Richard Peter
Jamie Peters
Erik Peterson

Raymond Phaneuf
Tracy Piontkowski
Michael Platzke
Chip Plummer

Andrew Poffenberger
Joseph Polacheck

Toni Popp
Karen Possley

Beth Potter
Tim Power

Stephen Prudent
Amy Purintun
Scott Putman

Julie Ratajczyk
Elmer Ream

Greg Reinhiller
Clark Reinke

Kristin Reither
James Remington

Stefan RhodeHumphries
Bret Richmond
Bill Richtman

Paul Riegel
Anne Riendl
Jeffrey Ripp

Angie Robinson
Paul Rock
David Roe

John Roeller
Karen Roesler

Philip Rogosheske
Shannon Roloff
Brett Rondeau
Amy Rowley
Greg Rowley
Anne Rykken

Nicholas Salay
John Saunders

Joshua Saunders
Bethany Schaefer

Sarah Schenck
David Schlabowske

Greg Schmidt
Roger Schmitz
Lisa Schmock

Kurt Schroeder
Steven Schreiber
Kurt Schroeder

Caroline Schultz
Russ Schumacher

Bill Schwantes
Bob Schwartz
Eric Schwartz

John Schwarzmann
Dennis Seefeldt

Thomas Sermersheim
Kirk Severson
Jon Severson
Pete Seymour
Kirill Shalyaev
William Sharp
Kenneth Shea

James Sheibley
Victoria Shreve

Chris Sias
Andrew Simon

Fred Skemp
Anne Slaughter Perrote

Brian Smith
Katherine Smith

Alec Smith
John C Smith III

Russ Sobotta
Neil Soltis

David Sorensen
Ivar W Sorensen

William Sotis
Isabelle Solvang
Sonja Solvang

Eric Sover
Thomas Spees
Amy Sportel 

Ernie St Germaine
John Stamm

Jacob Stampen
Mark Stange

Greg Steinacker
John Steiner-Manning

Richard Sternkopf
Tana Stith

Sig Strautmanis
Larry Stroud

Todd Struckman
Paul Sullivan

Michael Sund
Carolyn Sund
Adam Swank

William Swanson
Nicholas Teehan
Laurie Thomas

Donald Thomas
Darryll Thompson
Knute Thorsgard

Scott Tickner
Tara Tierney
Patrick Toft

Marie Torkelson
Scott Travis
Will Trout

Eugene Trzebiatowski
Gary Van Cleve

Phillip Van Valkenberg
Jimmy VandenBrook

Rhonda Vedder
Jack Ver Steegh
Jenelle Vincel
Peter Vorhes
Bill Wagener

Thomas P Wagner
Stanley Walczak

Karl Walczak 
Mark Waldoch
Jonathan Wall
Kerrie Walters

Ken Walz
Susie Waterhouse

Brian Watzke
Craig Webb
Dave Wedl

To, Weigand
Jeffrey Weiss
Logan Wetzel
Lisa Wheeler
John Wherity

A James White
Colin White

Carol Wickboldt
Brian Wickboldt 
John Widdifield

Jay Wiener
David Wilie

David Williams
Nelson Williams
Todd Williams
David Wilson
Keith Wilson
Jim Winter
John Wolff

Gregory Worsnop
Corinne Wright-MacLeod

Bruce Wydeven
Brian Yahn
Lisa Yewer

Richard Zabinski
Charles Zagozdon
Barbara Zellmer
Marian Zincke

Thank you to all of our American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation members!
We apologize for any inadvertent omissions or errors.

Members 2016-2017
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$50,000+
Anonymous

$25,000 - $49,999
Mike & Jane Mandli

Anonymous

$10,000 - $24,999
Dale & Wendy Brott

Alyssa & Aaron Douglas
H. Fisk Johnson

Birchleggings Club
Thom & Jan Cogbill

$5,000 - $9,999
Mike & Linda Cichanowski

John Garrett & Colleen Graham
Jon Derksen
Jim DeRoma

Greg & Marilyn Franzen
James & Jean Gantz
John & Lynda Kern
Harold Markowitz
Toby Markowitz

Bob Peterson & Jewel Market
Noah Roberts

Karen Ann Roesler
Noah Rounds

Fred & Sue Scheer
David & Jennifer Sereno

John & Leslie Taylor
William Van Haren

$1,000 - $4,999
Jim Agre &

Brenda Gauvin-Chadwick
Charles Anderson

David Beier
David Belling

Andy & Jean Black

Ride & Glide Ski Club
Cris & Susanna Rosario

Ed Ryan
Anonymous

Seeley Hills Ski Club
Tim Seline

Carolyn Senty
Barry Stockdale

David & Annette Swanson
Joe & Eileen Timmerman

Rice Lake Tourism & Retail
Gus & Julie Virkus

Mark & Heidi Weber

$500 - $999
John & Susan Arntezen

David Bartol
Steve Biggs

Bill & Jane Butsic
Allen & Jennifer Campbell

William Chester
John Clement
Pete Dahlquist

Phil DeLong
Michael & Sandra Devanie -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Carol Farrow -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Walter Gates III

Greg Greene
Gregg Hietpas

Paul Holte
Jo Anne House
David Johnson

Michael Jorgensen
Kevin Klein

Dennis Kruse
Ken Kuznia

William M. Chester Jr.
Robert MacCarty

Margaret Brown
Sam & Barb Chapin -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Alyson Chapman -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Gerry Cichanowski

Michael & Joanna Colgan
Rick Cornelius

Jeff and Lynn Cummisford
John & Nancy Deford

Kevin & Kathleen Dillon
Paul Eckerline
Anonymous

Rachel Elvester
Mick & Beth Endersbe

Robert Erdmann
Jeff Evanson

John & Carol Fitzgerald
Steve & Pat Gordon

William & Marilyn Gorham
David Gorringe

Mike & Becky Gross
Barry Gustafson & Jill Cooper

John Hallet
Joe Heilmann
Ralph Hendrix
Cable Kickoff

Arne & Miriam Lagus
Lance & Amy Lemieux

David & Katie Lucey
Pete & Colleen McIntyre

Kevin McKown
Patrick & Kay Meyer

John & Jean O'Connell
Anonymous

Richard Pierce & Sandy Lampman
Ben & Megan Popp

Dayle Quigley
Joseph Rauscher

John & Alyssa Remington

Robert & Marilyn Mackie
Jamie McBride

Elaine Miller
Jerry Nelson
Boyd Paulu

Kathie Pautsch
Tim & Patty Pitera

Steve Polacek
Mike Prasher

Melissa Putzer
Terry Rhodes

Pat Sandstrom
Andy Schwartz

David Scott
Jeffrey Shepard
Lori Steinbach

Matthew Thomas
Ronda Tworek
Josh Washow

Ann & David Wasson
Andy Weddle
Tom Wilton

$250- $499
Mike Brown

Robert Brumder
Bob Bukowski

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Cantrill
Jean & John Chapman -

Charitable Fund
Charlie Dee

Michael Fordney
Benjamin Fortney

Terry Frick
Garnsey Cecily
Gregory Green

Yuriy Gusev
Anne Hanson

John Harris
Joe Heilman

Kristin Barnes
Mark Berens

Eric Berg
Tara Beutelspacher

Rodney Binfet
Frederick Bissell
Paul Bloomberg

Robert & Mary Kay Bodensteiner
James Boldra

Mary Bolla
Rhett Bonner

Leland Brendsel
Cathy Brennan

Jason Brent
Terry Brueck -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Reg Brushkewitz -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Cele Bull
Kimberly Bump-Stuber

Robert Burch
Jesse Cain

Patty & Jim Carlen
Scott Carlson

Wendel Chamberlin
Samuel Chapin

Scott & Stacy Chapin -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Mark Chelmowski
Tim Chisser

Ronald Christenson
Jeffrey & Marcia Clark -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
William Clark
Dave Collin -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Jason Collin -

In Memory of Nikki Reker

Karen Hokanson
Aaron Holtebeck

Clifton Hull
Mark Kincheloe
Bob Lamoreaux

Mark & Lori Langholz -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Robert Levin

Lyndsey Lewis
Bob McKlveen & Ellen Jones

John & Diana Munger
Jonathan Nagel
Timothy Nelson
Doug Osterberg

Jonathan Patz
Mike & Julie Rieth

Timothy Seck
Apple Awards / Smith Family

James Standefer
Curtis Travis

Jeff Tumbleson
David Wasson

Michael Ubbelohde
Jennifer Weltzin
Scott Williams
Shelly Wolff -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Additional Anonymous Donors

$100 - $249
Margaret Adelsman

Chris Algeo
Chuck Anger

Aris Apostolou
John Baker

Dellin Bakkum
Leon Ball -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Jacob Barnes

Thank You Capital Campaign Phase 2 Donors!

With Appreciation
Capital Campaign Phase 2 Donations at Work
Thanks to the generosity of over 1800 individual donors, Phase 2 of the Honoring the Legacy – Ensuring the Future  Capital
Campaign is over halfway there! The goals of Phase 2 are many, including: sustaining our valuable resources;  enabling
safe access to the Birkie Trail system; inspiring a healthy, active, Birkie lifestyle; providing quality  infrastructure; and im-
proving efficiency of all ABSF events. 

To date, we’ve added or improved trailhead buildings, added wells at each location for
water on race day and every day,  repaired miles of the Birkie Trail, and so much more.
As Phase 2 progresses and funds are raised, we’ll begin  construction of an Outdoor
Recreation Center at the OO Trailhead, make an initial investment in snowmaking
equipment to assist in low snow years; and begin planning for a new underpass beneath
Highway 77. The  improvements, both planned and completed, will ensure a better race
day experience for all, will deliver opportunities for improved year-round trail  access,
and will provide an  infrastructure that will nurture and support active lifestyle
 opportunities for  generations to come. Please see page 22 for exciting Phase 2 Capital
Campaign updates and progress!

We truly appreciate the generous support of all who have helped us to reach this milestone. If you’re interested in
 helping us to reach the Phase 2 finish line, please contact Audun Mikkelson, ABSF Development Director,
audun.mikkelson@birkie.com, or 715-634-5025.
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Dwayne Daehler
Andrew Dahl
Kristin Dahl

Art & Pat Daniels -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Robert & Tom Davenport
David Dayton

Paul & Abby DeLong -
In Memory of Phil DeLong

Karl Dewahl
Paul Didion
Bill Diggins

Michael Doyle
Kevin Drewiske
Donald Duffy
Ian Duncan

Thomas Dvoratchek
Dave Eckel

Donald Eddy
Ken & Carol Engelhart

Edward Eroe
Jeanine & Charlie Evenson -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Greg & Wendy Fields

Joel Fisher
John W. Floberg

Joan Forde
James Fowler

Robert Fox
Marv & Lorrie Franson

Karin Furois -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Shelly Gilbertson 
Freddy Gildersleeve -

In Honor of John's Birthday
Nona Goertz

William Gorhan -
In Memory of Nikki Reker
Barb & David Gorman

Elizabeth Gracie
Susan Hand

Peter Hanson
Ray Harney 

Eric Hedman
Matthew Hedman

Janis & Mark Heifner
Craig Heilman

Michael & Angela Herl -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Craig & Paula Hokanson

Keith Holmquist
Gary Hovila
Paul Humpal
Michael Huth
Robert Jeanne
Bruce Johnson
Noel Johnson
Ray Johnston
Chris Jones

Matt Jorgensen -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Priscilla Kaufman
Tom Kelly
Brent King

Nancy & Todd Knutson
Joel Koenig

Kristina LaMarche
Dayton Lang
Vicki Larson

Leroy Leftwich
Irv & Gwen Lerner

Lowell & Delores Levy -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Brock Lundberg

Marcus & Regina Magnuson
Gary Maher

Craig Matticks
Peter Maves

Maddie McAlister
Beverly McCaughey -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Tom McLeod
Connie Meek -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Paul Meekin
Jeff Melby -

In Memory of Nikki Reker

Jeremiah Menk
Trent McDonald

Minnesota Rovers Outdoor Club
Louis Muench

Lavern & Carol Nall -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Jeff Nelson -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Ken Newhouse

Thomas & Mary Nordland
Paul Novotny

Terrence Penman
Dave Peters
Richard Pike

Toni Popp
Jim and Karen Porath

Leon Radant
Pat Remington

Brian Remington
David J. Rhude

Keith & Jean Richard
Margie Rock

Bruce Rosenheimer
Ellen Roy

Steven Saltz
Sonja Savre

Steve & Ann Scharrer
Matthew Schlosser

Jane & Steve Schmieding
Mark Schneider

David Scott
Carolyn Senty -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
James Shinners

Tom & Tweed Shuman
Janice Simonsen -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Matthew Smith
Charlie Snow -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Larry Sobal

Oyvind Solvang
Harry Spehar

Spring Street Sports
Zoran Stancic

John Stien
Jeffrey Strong

David Swanson
Tom Taggart

Craig & Leslie Taylor
Thomas Tessendorf

Curt Travis
Mark Van Etten

Jim & Patti Walker
Craig Webb

Bonnie Weiskopf Albrecht
John & Deborah Wesolek

Therese White
Tonja Wick
Jay Wiener
Noah Wise
Lisa Yewer

Richard Zabinski
Mark Ziegler

Additional Anonymous Donations

$10 - $99
Peter Aas

Mark Ackerman
Elaine Adams

Michael Adams
Seyamack Afzali
Bruce Alexander
Carie Alexander

Dan Albright
James Allen
Mark Anders

Brian Anderson
Ian Anderson

Jennifer Anderson
Leonard Anderson

Paul Anderson
William Angoli
Tom Anoszko
Allen Anway
Phil Archer
Bill Arnold

Mark Avkerman
Mark Babich

Dean Bachmeier
Zachary Baeseman

Raymond Bailey
Bryan Baird

Nathan Baker
William Baldus Sr.

Kyle Bantz
Mark Baran
Rod Barnes

Gordon Bartholomew
Travis Bassett

John Battaglino
Nancy Bauer
Ryan Baxter

Deanne Beaudet
Rick Beaudet
Zak Beaudet

Lake Bechtell III
Salle Beckwith

Brian Bell
Frank Bendewald

Bob Bennett
Kristin Benson
Todd Benson

Jeff Berg
Ron Bero

Kathleen Beutel
Brian Bich

Mike Biderman
Dawn Bina

Markus Bischof
Wayne Bishop
Kai Bjerkness
Kris Bjerkness

Richard Bjodstrup
Linda Bjornberg

Judith Bodi -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Julie Boe

Steven Boe
Erin Bohannan

Mark Bohnhorst
James H Bolitho
Sergio Bonaldi

Mark Borchardt
Matt Borgman

John Boudry
Kathy Bourne
Ralph Bovard
Reb Bowman

Travis Boxrucker 
Diane Bradley
Joseph Brady
Don Bredle

Linda Brenner
Margit Bretzke

Joe Brinckerhoff 
Ned Brooks
Bill Brown

Susanne Brown
Will Brunkhorst

David Buck
Paul Buckley

Bill Burke
James Buss & Elizabeth Day -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Paul Callahan

Charles Callender
Jeff Campbell

Rachel Campbell
Tim Carey

Nancy Carlson
Steve Carmazon

Charles Carpenter
Cheri Carr

Thomas Carr
Cody Carroll
Sean Carroll

Derek Cassaday
Kathi Cauley
Amy Cesarz

Joseph Cesarz
Steve Challeen

Tom Cheney
Ronald Christenson
James Christiansen

Megan Christofield -
In Memory of Brad Rosch

Jim Cihak
Mike Clark

Brian Clauser
Michael Cleary

John Clemmings
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Richard Clifford
Bette Close -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Frank Coffen
Scott Cole

Ladd Conrad
Janet Conway
Pat Conway

Dennis Cooling
Christopher W. Coon

Bryan Cooper
Jeffrey Coopersmith

Frank Cossetta
John Couch

Laura Crosby
John & Jane Crubaugh -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Robert Curry
Rich Cushing
William Czaja
Jane Dahlke
Joe Dalsin

Carrie Daly
Richard Damstra

John Daniels
Peter Darienzo

Dave Davenport
Cecily Dawson

Matthew Dayton
Roger D DeGroot

Jon DeJong
Abby & Paul DeLong -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Frank Dennis
Brad Dettman
Tom Detzner
Jay Deverell

Richard DeVries
Robert Dickson
John Dietrich

Kathleen Dillon
Kevin Dillon
Rich Dirks
Jeff Dodd

Tracie Dodig
Josh Doebbert

Lynn Dolan
Mark Doll

Paul Domholt
Laurie Donohue
Thomas Dooher
Jamie Doucett

Colleen Dressen
Mary Beth Driscoll

Charles Duede
Dave Duede
Patrick Duffy

Eugene Dumas
Tod Dungan

Erik Dunn
Paul Dunn

Dan Dupies
Eric Eben

Justin Eberhardt
Dave Eckel

Dave Edinger
Peggy Edquist
Chris Eggert
Andy Ehlert
Keith Eker

Tom Ela
Parker Electric

Todd Elliott
Mary & Robert Eloranta

Elizabeth Engel

Nathan Engel
Ken & Carol Engelhart

Jon Engen
Alan Enos

Heath Erickson
Thomas Erickson
Kjell Erlandsson

Alan Eusden
John Evans

Michael Evelo
Paul Fate

John Fennig
Randy Ferrin
Wayne Fett
Bruce Fiedler

Wendy Fields
Pete Finger
Mark Fligge
John Floberg

Terry Fons
Kate Ford

Katrina Forest
James Fowler
Michael Fox
Kristin Frane

Christian Franken
Susanna Franklin

Lorrie Franson
Marvin Franson
Steven Fredricks

Stephen & Jana Frey -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Jason Friday
Brian Fried

Jennifer Friedl -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Harold Friestad

Steven Fritz
Bob Fulmer

David Fyhrie
Lars Gaalaas

Tom Gaier
David Gardiner

Darren Gary
Gregory Gauer
Victoria Gaynor

Kristin Gerry 
Gary Gerst
Thom Gerst
John Gierke

John Gildersleeve
Todd Gillingham
Richard Gjertson

Steven Goetz
Christopher Gorzek

Mark Gould
Robert Gramlich

Gregory Grandprey
Karen Gredvig
Denny Green
Scott Greener
Thomas Grist

Bryan Gritt
Tyler Gruetzmacher

Amy Grunewald-Mattison
Linda & Matt Gruntner -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Bill Hague
Ted Haland
Curt Hale

Kurt Halverson
Todd Hanke

Robert Hansen
Allan Hanson
Hugh Hanson
David Harris
Lynn Harris

Patricia Hart -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Tony Hartmann
Jenny Hastreiter
James Haubrich
Sally Hawkins -

In Memory of Nikki Reker

Brian Hayman
Ann Heaslett

Bob Heath
Kari Hedin
Tom Heid

David Helm
Jaret & Penelope Hendrickson -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Gary Herdrich

Mark Herr
Scott Hervey

Martha Hickner
Blake Hill

Jon & Jane Hisgen -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Dominic Hodkiewicz

Karyl Hoeger
Elisabeth Hoff

Douglas Hoffman
Stan C Hokanson

Jay Hole
Aaron Holtebeck

Tim Holmberg
Mark Hooley
Dave Horan

Molly Housman
Timothy Hoven -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Tom Howe
Artie Huber

Jennifer Huelsmann
Kelli Hunter -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Stan Hunter

Bobbi & Pete Huot -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Mark Huschke
Holly Huso

Robert Hutter
Alan Hutton
Andy Hyser

John Idzikowski
Robert Iverson

Daniel Jacobson
Henry Jacobson

Don Jaeger
Paul Jaeger

Bonnie Jagiella
Bob Jankowski
Thomas Jansen

Maria Jarvis
Daniel Jarzemsky
Andrew Jennings

Alan Johnson
Bruce Johnson

Bryan & Sheryl Johnson -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Genevieve Johnson

James Johnson
James Johnson

Michael Johnson
Mike Johnson
Paul Johnson
Paul Johnston

Dana Jones
Todd Jones

Colleen Jowett -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Jeffery Joy

Jennifer Johlin
Kari Juntunen
Peter Kaboli
Andy Kaiser

Timothy Kamp
Andy Kangas

Arthur Kardatzke
Sandra Kaufmann -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Gene Kay

Michael Keck

Phase 2 Donors
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We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of acknowledgments when compiling this list. We sincerely regret any errors or omissions that may have been made. If we did not list your
 contribution accurately, please contact us at birkie@birkie.com. Some donors prefer to remain anonymous; we have respected their wishes by not including their names on this list. Thank you.

Russell Keene
Gary Keifenheim

James Kelley
Tim Kennedy
Gregory Kil

Meghan Kimber 
Adam King
Dean King

Elizabeth Kinkead
Renee Kinney

Arnulf Kjeldsen
Daniel Klages

Amy Kline
Fred Klingbeil 

Mark Klingelhoets
Chris Klohn
Barry Knapp

Marit Knutson
Anders Knutzen

John Koch
Robert Koebert

Kitty Koehler
Gerald Kollodge

Justin Koski
Carolyn Krampe

Uldis Kreslins
Jennifer Krohn
Matt Kroulik
Steve Kruger

Craig Kuhfuss
Gerry Kummer

Joe Kyes
Jim Kyle

Leilani LaBelle
Joel LaFrance
Lance Laing

Rick Lallemont
Gabriele Langan

Ben Larson
Chris Larson 
Karl Larson

Steven Latham
Matthew Laue

Angela W Lawrence
Noreen Leahy
Catherine Lee
Michael Lee
Paul Lehman
Dan Leider

Dave Leininger
Donald Leininger
Daniel Leischer
Kellyn Lemmon

David Leske
John Lesko

Charles Leuthner
H. Ben Levy -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

James L'Heureux
Simon Lick
Julie Light

Eric Liljequist
Kristi Linder

Mark Lindskoog
Todd Linse

Thomas Litterski
Dave Loescher

Christopher Lofgren
Colden Longley

Jeffrey Loss
Jan-Petter Lovald

Mark Lowder
Richard Lucchetti

Andrew Luce
Ernie Luedke

James Luedtke
Randy Lueth

Andrew Lulloff
Brock Lundberg

Jukka Lyly-Yrjanainen
Jerry Lynch

Nancy Lyner

Larry Myhra
Karen Myhre
Lisa Nadler

Allison Nagel
Carlos Navarro
David Navarro

John Neis
Gregg Nelson
Monty Nelson

Benjamin Nemeth
Constance Nesseth

Mark Nestande
Grace Neumiller
Joan Neumiller
Julie Newman
Mark Niebauer
Robert Niebler
Simone Nixon

David Noel
Mary Noel Ward & John Ward -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Ben Norton
Mark Novak
Will Novotny

Bill Nussdorfer
Dan O'Callaghan
James O'Connor

Jon Oestreich
Ari Ofsevit
Allan Ohm

Dave and Diane Olenchek
William Oliphant

Christa Olson
Maren Olson

Matthew OMeara
Brian O'Neill
Kelly O'Neill

Stephen Opatik
John Orlikowski

Travis Orth
Earl & Kathleen Ostertag -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Kjell Oswald

Gale Otterholt
Hugh Owen

Bob Oxborough
Kristin Palacek

Brian Parks
Ali Parsons

David Patchin
David Paulson
Kathie Pautsch
Eric Pavlovich

Jennifer Pearson &
Douglas Hoffman -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Jesse Pearson
Laura Pearson
Carleton Perry

John Perry
Richard Peter
Jon Peterson

Raymond Phaneuf
James Phillips
Kara Phillips 
Ed Pilmonas
Steve Pitts

Chip Plummer
Steve Polasky
Petr Polivka

Jeremy Pomeroy 
Derek Popp
Jim Porath

Karen Possley 
Beth Potter

Darin & Betsy Powers -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Walter Preucil
Scott Queiser
Kevin Quijas

Scott Raderstorf

Kevin Lyons
Kristine Lyons
Renee Mabie

Peggy MacCarthy -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Leslie Maclin
Tom Macone

Jason Majernik
Daniel Maki

Michele Malters -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Anne Manns -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Jim Manolis
Bruce Manske

Harold Maranowicz
Brian Markes
John Marshall

Nathan Marsten
Steven Martin

William Martin
Parrish Marugg

Richard Marusinec
Kimberly Mathews

Michael Matty
Thomas P Matush

Peter Maves
Peter May

Lisa McAbee
Kevin McAleese
Mary McCarthy

Steve Mccormack
Craig McCoy
Jack McCoy

Sue McDonald
John McDonnell

David McDonough
Eileen McGinnity

Stephen McIlwaine
Sherri McKenna -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Caitlin McNulty

Walter Meanwell
Pat Melby 

Luke Menet
Benjamin Menk
Jeremiah Menk

Wendy Mergendahl -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
John Messe -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
William Metzdorff

Marian Meyer
Steven Meyer

Stephen Michals
Audun Mikkelson

Wesley Miller
Teresa Mische
Jeff Missling
Rita Mitchell
James Mohr

Andrew Moore
Katherine Moore
Spencer Moore

Joseph Morehouse
Chris Morley
Will Morrison
Samuel Moss
Kevin Moss
Tom Motzel

Gary Mueller
Ty Mueller

Steve Mulawka
Joseph Mullen
Terry Mullins

Joseph Mundenar -
In Memory of Nikki Reker

Michael Munn
Chad Murphy
Kim Murtaugh
Ken Muszynski

Derek Rasmussen
Byron Rath

Susan Rausch -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Steve Recca
Paul Reilly

Peter Reinhard
Clark Reinke

Kristin Reither
Jacob Reynolds
Jason Reynolds
Kraig Reynolds

Stefan Rhodehumphries
Christi Richards
Robert Richards
Ryan Richards
Bill Richtman
Susan Rickert

Dolores Riege -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Lance Ritchie
Richard Roach

Michael Robinson
Susan Rockwood
Dean Rodeheaver

James & Jeaneen Roelke -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Karen Roesler
Philip Rogers

Joseph Romain
Zack Rose

Anatoly Rosenflanz
Todd Rosvold

Greg & Amy Rowley
Julie Rudolph

Jim and Susan Rue/Nelson
Darren Ruschy

Gowtham Shankara S
Dan Sadowski
Thaddeus Sahs
Nicholas Salay

Leah Sanda
Knute Sands
Steve Sands
John Sauer

Robert Sarsfield
Edward Scanlan
Dwight Schafer -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani

Stephen Scharrer
Andew & Sally Schell -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Jeffrey Schenck

David & Carol Schenker -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Jeffrey Schimpff

David Schlabowske
Kevin Schlittler
Greg Schmidt
Lisa Schmock

Robert Schoenberg
Kevin Schoessow

Ruurd Schoolderman
Robert Schrank

Carmen Schroeder
Kurt Schroeder
Lisa Schuebel
Dan Schuetz

Elizabeth Schultz
Clark Schumacher
Russ Schumacher
Benjamin Schwab
Todd Schwartz -

In Memory of Nikki Reker
Robert Schwarz
Douglas Scott

Kevin Seay

Eugene Trzebiatowski
Matthew Tucker

Aistis Tumas
Alana Tumbleson

Tyler Turegon-Schramm
Brent Turner

Bradley Urberg Carlson
Terry Vacek

Dale Vaillancourt
Patricia Valusek

Stephen Van Dam
Brett & Lori Veerman -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Asmund Vego

Gordon Vermeer
Beth Voermans

Gregg Voigt
Peter Vorhes
Roy Vosberg

Thomas P. Wagner
Ann Wahlers -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Janet Waldhart
Derek Wallen

Margaret Walsh
Kerrie Walters

Ken Walz
Emmerson Ward

John Ward
Brian Watzke

August Weber
David Weber
Matt Weber
Mike Weber
Tim Weber

Stephen Webster
Dave Wedl

Jennifer Weibel
Bill Weidner
Gary Weier

Michael Weisbrod
Bonnie Weiskopf Albrecht

Tom Weitz
Leslie Wellauer

Annette Wenci-Ashley -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Logan Wetzel
Lisa Wheeler
Rick Wheeler

Rob White
Brian Wickboldt 
Carol Wickboldt
Paul Wiedeman
John Wightman
Brad Wilkinson
Sarah Willett
Peggy Wilson
Sheila Wilson

Paul & Susan Wintheiser -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Noah Wise

Dave Witschen
Kellen Witschen

John Wood
Abbott Wright
Lauren Yahiro

Brian Yahn
Kent York

Steve Young
William Zimmermann

Marian Zincke
Albany Zweber-Langer

Harmony Zweber-Langer
Additional Anonymous Donations

Jeffrey Seefeldt -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Jon Severson
Kenneth Shea

Patrick & Heather Sheehan -
In Loving Memory of

JoEllen Torresani
Todd Sheldon
Curt Shellum
Jane Shellum
John Shirriff

Andrew Shobe
Chris Sias

Ralph Siebred
Gardar Sigurdsson

Tom Simon
Robert Simonson

Erica Sivertson Henkel
Rebecca Skoler

Jeanne Skul
Gary Slavik

Mark Sletten
Paul Sletten

Louella Smart Lupo
Barry Smith
Brent Smith
Dave Smith
Jeff Smith

John C Smith III
Paul Smyczek

Joe Sokolowski
Roberta Sonnentag
Anders Sonnesyn

Jill Sonnesyn
Steve Sonnesyn
Kristin Sorenson

Jeff Sorenson
William Sotis

Eric Sover
Jim Splittgerber
Jeremy Spring

Ernie St.Germaine
Mark Stadem

Gregory Stadler
Jeff Staggs

Jacob Stampen
Kirsten Stenoien

Richard Sternkopf
Tana Stith
Tom Stone

Tom Stoneburner
Eric Storhoff

Isaac Stouffer
Steven Strack

Sig Strautmanis
Chris Streufert
Robert Stroebel 

Amanda Strosahl
Aleksandra Stuparic-Stancic

Suzanne Stutzman
Michael Sund

Deborah Sussex
William Swanson

Craig Sweet
Michael Tarnow
Patricia Tass -

In Loving Memory of
JoEllen Torresani
Cary Tauchman

Dan Teed
Rich Tennessen

Jim Tenorio
Richard Thal

Dick Thompson
Gerard Thompson
Bruce Timmerman

Nick Tomaro
Steve Tomhave

William Toshner
Jeff Travis

Scott Travis
Kelly Trewartha

With Thanks – Phase 2 Donors
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Birkie Fever…For some, it’s the visceral anticipation of the challenge, mingled with
hardwood forests along the Birkie Trail.  It’s the palpable sensation of determination &ac
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American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation
2016–2017 Annual Report

ABSF Annual Income 2016-2017
All ABSF Event Entry Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,556,205

Event Sponsorships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 579,747

Foundation Memberships . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 19,215

Sport Development Income . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 21,115

Other Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 22,831

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 2,199,113

Restricted Trail Donation/Grants . . . . . . .$ 107,193

Restricted Museum Donations . . . . . . . . .$ 22,451

Restricted Phase 2 Capital
Campaign Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 580,372

Restricted Phase 2 Capital
Campaign In-Kind Donations . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,599

Subtotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 716,615 

TOTAL INCOME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,915,728 

ABSF Annual Operational Expenses
2016-2017

Birkie Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 25,000

Fat Bike Birkie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 52,829

Birkie Trail Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 77,017

Lumberjack Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,290

American Birkebeiner
Week of Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 781,431

Trail/Facilities/Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 327,268

Event/Foundation Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 412,298

Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 172,749

Marketing/Expo/Promotions . . . . . . . . . . $ 339,317

Sport Development and Grants . . . . . . . . $ 106,172

Contracted Event Expenses
(Events for Other Organizations) . . . . . . .$ 5,477 

TOTAL OPERATIONAL EXPENSE  . . . . .$2,303,848 

Capital Expenses (including
Museum & Phase 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 451,083

TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENSES . . . . . . . . . . $ 451,083

2016-2017 TOTAL EXPENSES . . . . . . . . $ 2,754,931 

Financial Statement as of 6.30.17 (unaudited)

ABSF Event
Entry Fees

Event
Sponsorships

Restricted Phase 2
Capital Campaign
In-Kind Donations Restricted Trail

Donation/Grants  

Foundation
Memberships

Restricted Museum
Donations

Sport Development
Income

Other
Income

Restricted Phase 2
Capital Campaign
Donations

With Gratitude
Thanks to our ABSF membership, event participants,
 sponsors, volunteers, and all who give of their time and
 resources,  the American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation is
able to continue our mission of hosting world-class
events all year through; of  encouraging a healthy, active
lifestyle for all ages and abilities; and ensuring our
 stewardship of the amazing 100+ kilometer Birkie Trail –
one of the most  scenic and beautiful recreational forest
trail systems in the world. We are grateful and truly
thank you for your  ongoing support, participation, and
for believing so  passionately in all that we collectively
hold so dear.
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Honoring the Legacy – Ensuring the Future
Capital Campaign Phase 2

Phase 2 Capital Campaign - Planned Expenses
Trail Repair & Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 395,000

Aid Station Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 208,000

Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 375,000

Outdoor Recreation Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 700,000 

TOTAL EXPENSES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,678,000 

Phase 2 Capital Campaign Donations     
Phase 2 Donations received 9/23/15-6/30/16 . . . . . $ 133,316

Phase 2 Donations received 7/1/16-6/30/17 . . . . . . . $ 578,057

Phase 2 Donations committed after 6/30/17 . . . . . . $ 128,496

Phase 2 Donations received & committed (total) . . $ 839,869

Phase 2 Capital Campaign – Expenditures to Date
2016-2017       

Trail Repair & Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 45,534

Aid Station Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 130,698

Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 68,060

Outdoor Recreation Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 14,414

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 258,706               

Financial Statement as of 6.30.17 (unaudited)

Outdoor
Recreation
Center

Trail Repair &
Improvements

Equipment

Aid Station
Improvements

With Thanks
We extend a heartfelt thank you to all of our
Capital  Campaign donors. Thank you for
 sharing our vision, for your enthusiam at what
the future holds, and for your  ongoing support
of the American Birkebeiner Ski  Foundation.
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For Race Days & All Days
Making the Vision a Reality
There is a reason why USA Today named the
Birkie Trail the No. 1 cross-country ski destination
in the United States*. The over 100 kilometers of
trails through the north woods of Wisconsin are
a magnificent resource and a  treasure to all who
enjoy them throughout the year. The ABSF is
committed to preserving and improving the
Birkie Trail system for all outdoor enthusiasts
today and for generations to come. With that goal
in mind, we embarked on Phase 2 of the Honoring the Legacy – Ensuring the Future Capital Campaign. We’re pleased to
report that many of our initial plans have come to fruition with  improved trail infrastructure, new trailhead and trailside
cabins, wells and power at  trailhead locations, and improved access for all to enjoy as they head out on the trail. 

New Outdoor Recreation Center at OO Trailhead
Ensuring and further developing the Birkie Trail as a World Class  resource for race day
and all days, is the overarching goal of Phase 2. We are over halfway to
meeting our  fundraising goals (thank you!) and closer than ever
to seeing the vision  become a reality. With funds from
Phase 2, a new Outdoor Recreation Center located
at the OO Trailhead will be built to  support the active
outdoor lifestyle for use by skiers, bikers, hikers,
youth groups, ski teams, clubs, families and out-
door  recreation organizations. Imagine a heated
space on race day morning! From a gathering and meeting space to restrooms, a kitchen, and a wax and bike prep
room, the Outdoor Recreation Center will serve thousands of Birkie Trail enthusiasts year-round. A launching point to
the north and south trails, the Outdoor Recreation Center will be a dynamic year-round venue for all to gather,
 organize, socialize, educate, and enjoy the beautiful north woods. 

Gliding Beneath
Phase 2 will also fund a new trail underpass at Highway 77 and Fish Hatchery Road, enabling safer, year-round trail
 access for all who use the recreational trail.  

Let it Snow!
This final stretch of Phase 2 will lay the initial groundwork for snowmaking with the purchase of a pump, compressor, a
snow gun, and installation of a well. This investment will help us further the exciting longer term vision of an earlier ski
season and the beginnings of a loop for skiing in low snow years. 

Thank You!
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who have generously donated to bring Phase 2 to life! With your support, the
Birkie Trail system will continue to impact and positively enrich thousands of people’s lives for generations to come. 

If this vision excites you as much as it does us, please contact Audun Mikkelson, ABSF Development Director,
audun.mikkelson@birkie.com, or 715-634-5025.
* USA TODAY/10Best Readers’ Choice Travel Award Contest

Beautiful New TimberTrail Cabin!

Planned Outdoor Recreation Center at OO

Thirsty? No problem! Now most
trailhead cabins have water!
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Legacy. History. Adventure! Inspiration!
Experience North America’s Largest Cross-Country Ski Race!

TONY WISE MUSEUM OF
THE AMERICAN BIRKEBEINER

Museum Hours:
• Monday – Friday 9am to 5pm
• Saturday 10am to 4pm
• Sundays – Closed
• FREE ADMISSION! www.Birkie.com/museum

Birkie Store & Tony Wise Museum of the American Birkebeiner • 10527 Main Street, Hayward, WI
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44th Slumberland American Birkebeiner & Birkie Week of Events   •   February 22-25, 2018   •   Register Now at www.Birkie.com!

45NRTH Fat Bike Birkie •   March 10, 2018 •   Register Now at www.Birkie.com!
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