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The American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation is a member-based, 501c3
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The mission of the American
Birkebeiner Ski Foundation is to:

Promote and conduct the finest
international cross country ski,
run, and bike competitions.
Serve as good stewards of the
American Birkebeiner Trail and
Mt. Telemark Village trail
system. 
Support healthy and active
lifestyles among people of all
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STORIES 2025 RESULTS

17 DELEGATES REPRESENT AT ENGADIN 
Birkie staff learn from the world’s largest
ski marathon In Switzerland



https://www.earthrider.beer/
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THE STIEGLERS: 
A FAMILY 

THAT BIRKIES 
TOGETHER

For the Stiegler family, the American Birkebeiner isn’t just a
race — it’s a way of life. What started as a love for the trails
and the thrill of competition has grown into a cherished
family tradition that spans generations, podiums, and
countless unforgettable memories.

This year alone, the Stieglers — Mike and his wife Sonja
Savre, along with their sons, Keir and Cole — racked up an
impressive six podium finishes across multiple events at
EPIC Bike Fest. Keir led the charge with a 1st-place finish in
the Half Singletrack and a 3rd-place in the Full Gravel in the
30–39 age group. Sonja dominated the women’s field,
taking first in three categories and proving that age is
nothing but a number. Mike, the self-proclaimed “rear
guard” of the family, still landed on the podium in his age
group, joking that his best strategy is to “just keep moving
and hope there are fewer competitors in my bracket.” And
Cole, always up for a challenge, added top finishes in the
Full Singletrack and Full Epic events to the family’s long list
of accomplishments.

But for the Stieglers, the Birkie is about more than results
— it’s about connection. Whether they’re riding, skiing,
running, or volunteering as the cheerful “Silly Birds” at
the 47km marker, the family embraces the spirit of the
Birkie community. “We love being part of it all,” says Mike.
“It’s the camaraderie, the energy, the feeling that you’re
part of something bigger than yourself.”

Mike Stiegler

It’s…the feeling 
that you’re part of
something bigger 

than yourself.
“

”
Mike, Betsy, Keir, Sonja Savre, and Cole at Epic 2024

Article & photo courtesy of Mike Stiegler
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Their deep involvement even inspired a major life decision
— a condo on Lake Hayward, purchased a dozen years ago
to make sure the family always had a place to gather
during Birkie weekends. From the Chequamegon Fat Tire
Festival to the Birkie Trail Run to dozens of ski races,
Hayward has become their home away from home.

Through their support of the American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation — from donating a brick at the OO Trailhead to
volunteering year after year — the Stieglers embody the
spirit of the Birkie family: fiercely competitive, endlessly
supportive, and deeply committed to the trails and
traditions that bring them back, season after season.

As Mike puts it with a grin, “Sonja loves the races because
she doesn’t have to ride with me when we’re ‘training’ —
but really, it’s about sharing these experiences together.
That’s what keeps us coming back.”

MIKE 
2ND E2 HALF MALE 60+

9TH HALF SINGLETRACK MALE 60-69

9TH HALF GRAVEL MALE 60-69

SONJA 
1ST HALF SINGLETRACK FEMALE 60-69

1ST HALF GRAVEL FEMALE 60-69

6TH E2 FEMALE HALF

1ST E2 HALF FEMALE 60+

KEIR 
1ST HALF SINGLETRACK MALE 30-39

3RD FULL GRAVEL MALE 30-39

COLE 
30TH FULL SINGLETRACK MALE 30-39

5TH FULL EPIC MALE 30-39

31ST E2 MALE

Above: Keir, Sonja, and Cole Stiegler
Below: After skiing their races, the Stieglers turn their Lake
Hayward condo into an aid station every year. 

The Stieglers cheer on all of their family
members who are a part of the Birkie races.

Hear this story read by the author 

in the Birchcast - The Official Podcast 

of the American Bikebeiner. 

Listen now at Birkie.com/birchcast
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VOLUNTEER

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!
Without you, our events couldn’t happen!
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hurts himself, he’s up the next day.” Back
then, I could never catch him…but I was
close.” There is a flavor about Odd that
the words from the iconic Norwegian
writer, O.E. Rølvaag, in his book, Giants in
the Earth, suggests, “Per Hansa had time
to look around and rejoice in what he
saw, all he saw was beautiful…he sees
the hugeness of the American prairies as
a challenge that he must overcome with
his strength and determination.”

As a youth, returning at four in the
afternoon from school, Odd did the
obligatory milking of the cows—yes, by
hand-- and feeding his father’s stock of
sheep and pigs on his father’s farm in
Bue, thirty miles from Stavanger,
Norway. Odd usually spent any extra in
winter skiing up Laksvelafjellet, a nearby
mountain, to bask in the sun, gaze out
onto the North Sea, and, as they soared
down, dazzle skiers from the big city.  

Though the oldest who usually takes over
the farm, because of a hip problem and
many months in 1950 in the hospital,
later requiring crutches, Odd went off to
several agriculture trade schools, several
jobs even driving trucks with chains over
dangerous ice and snow before
emigrating to the U.S in 1970. “I went to
dear distant cousins, in Cooperstown,
North Dakota where he drove a tractor
and later manufactured plows in town.
He moved to Minneapolis to work at
Graco before moving to Northbrook,
Illinois for five years before returning to 

AGING UP, NEVER OUT: THE LEGENDARY
JOURNEY OF ODD OSLAND

Minneapolis to work for a small research
company. Then, for 25 years he as a
senior design engineer at 3M. 

In 1970, Odd began overcoming the
major hip disability, McCune-Albright
Syndrome, that had taken off the farm.
Quite by accident, an innovative surgeon,
Dr. Ramon Gustillo began surgically
correcting the problem that would
require five more surgeries. “It was a slow
recovery, first walking with crutches,
increasing my speed, jogging. I slowly
improved. One of my legs is shorter than
the other. Rediscovering an earlier love,
skiing would come next.

Odd’s journey in his adopted county
echoes in Larry Odin Opseth
Homesteaders Hopes, “Homesteading
the unbroken buffalo grass Great Plains
in the late 1800s wasn’t for the weak or
fainthearted…were hardworking,
determined people who had successes
and endured the Great Depression and
the dust bowl of the Dirty Thirties.” Odd,
also is a man of true grit with a lifelong
sense of purpose always flavored by
perseverance, a lust for life, fitness, and a
love for skiing. About Odd, Dr. Agre
writes, “He has so much energy. When I
am Odd’s age, I want to ski like him.” Just
taking in races around the world, biking,
hiking, roller skiing, or attending his
beloved Kontakt, “Norwegian connection,
Odd exudes a cheery Norwegian laced
charisma. Two years ago, Odd became a
dual citizen.  

He’s had his share of near-death crashes
especially the one when he broke the
frame of his road bike, flipped over the
handlebars, and flirting ominously with
death, fractured several cervical
vertebrae that required a fusion of C3
through C7. He shows how his motion is
limited. “How do you manage? I ask.
“That’s what mirrors are for,” he laughs. “I
just age up and last.” 

Odd Osland, now 81, would never brag
he took home four medals; that is, two
silvers and two bronze at the World
Masters Championships skating last
year at the breathtakingly beautiful
Canmore. His first name is pronounced
Ode, or in Norwegian, arrowhead of a
spear, to honor the first letter of his
grandfather’s name. Dr. Jim Agre, a
younger 72, and elite cross-country
skier himself, says, “I love his warm
laugh. He’s (So) very friendly with his
Norwegian chuckle.”  

Odd explains, “I just age up and outlast
the competition.” Who other than Odd
would choose to join the LNR Lemon
team even though his fellow team were
over 40 years his junior. Like many on
their first Birkie as was Odd in 1990, “I
didn’t know what I was doing. I waxed
my skis all wrong and they just didn’t
slide. It took me six hours.” 

Gear West’s winter- waxing guru, Al
Hanson, recalls Odd’s recent visit to the
store. “He came in here after his binding
broke while skiing at dusk at Terrace
Oaks in Burnsville, Minnesota. His face
was all swollen. He had just come from
urgent care. He was more worried
about his skis. The guy’s a legend.” 

Another skier, buddy, Bob Scow, opines,
“I wish I could live as gracefully as he
does. Odd’s probably the most noble
person I know. He’s generous, honest, 
self-effacing—he’s Odd. If he injures or 

ARTICLE BY PETER J. DORSEN, M.D.
PHOTO COURTESY OF STAR TRIBUNE
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All has never been perfect for Odd
especially when Odd lost his daughter,
Kari in 1997, Tears well in his eyes as he
says sadly, “She was my best friend.”
Divorced in 1992, his three sons, Even,
Gar, and Tore, and seven grandchildren
continue to make him proud. Besides his
hip challenge, he’s outrun prostate
cancer, too many injuries to count, a
noise some balance problem he had in a
few races, kidney challenges, and now,
intermittent atrial fibrillation. About his
lifelong hip problem, he says, “It hurts
anyway, so why not ski. When he trains,
he throws in some sprints most men his
age would never dare. “How long will you
ski?” I ask. “Until I fall over.”  

Odd’s not about to miss an international
master’s ski race just as he attends every
funeral or birthday celebration including
hosting his own 80th in the Loppet
Trailhead. On or off the trail his fun is
camaraderie with fellow skiers. The array
of Mora Vasaloppet Dala horses and
other race trophies adorning his shelves
confirm his customary jump onto the
podium in most of his ski races. Service is
important to Odd. He proudly recalls
many Twin cities skiers helping maintain
the trails at the Cross-Country World Cup
in Soldier Hollow, Utah in 2001 and the
next year at the 2002 Olympics there. 

The eldest of six children, Odd easily
recounts the details of his life. Perhaps,
he shares genes with brother, Per, now a
professor of particle physics at the
University of Bergen and working with
Noble Prize winner, Roy Clauber. Odd
humbly lists his wins on the World
Masters Cross-Country racing circuit. He
joyously recounts 2008 in McCall, Idaho:
“No hardware. I didn’t care. It was such
an experience. There were 200 Russians.”
But in 2011, “I fell and fractured several
ribs two weeks before the World Masters
at Silver Star, British Columbia and spent
the time there relaxing. In 2012 we went
to Oberwiesenthal, East Germany where,
before glasnost, there was a training
complex for Germans and Russians. In
2017 the World Masters Championships
were near the famous resort, Davos, in
Kloster, Switzerland.

Odd unabashedly tells how at the 2018
World Masters on his home turf in
Theodore Wirth Park, he teamed up for a
medal in the 5-K relay with now over-75,
Olympian, Bob Gray. In 2019 at
Beitostolen, Norway, he grabbed a
bronze in the 5K skate. A tough skating
competitor, Odd laughs, “I’m wining
because everyone my age has quit.” 

Odd’s photography is both personal and
often breath taking. Over the years he
often shoots candidly from the hip. “I
want to capture them when they are
most relaxed.” He has decades of pictures
of everyone he knows and loves. His
photographs from last year’s world
Masters in Canmore, Calgary reveal the
beauty of the mountains towering over
the race venue. Recently, Odd has hung
photographs in exhibitions from his many
travels that often capture the beauty of
fjords, farms, and lakes near his
birthplace in Norway. Odd, provides the
photographs that illustrate the strength
and stretching chapters in Men Over 60:
Don’t Quit Now!  

Odd’s answer to this author’s question,
“How do you feel about my writing this
article about you? His answer is, “I’m
embarrassed.” Skiing with Odd on any
trail at Hyland Lake Three Rivers Park in
Bloomington, Minnesota during any ski
season is like being with Norway’s King
Harald. Everyone knows him, loves him,
and is certain he will skate ski like a
champion forever. if it’s up to Odd, he will
do everything in his power to ensure he
lives up to expectations of his so many
fans.”  
    
      ____________________________________

Dr. Dorsen who is a frequent contributor to
Silent Sports, is the author of Men Over 60:
Don’t Quit Now! He is an avid cross country
ski racer and lives in Eagan, Minnesota with
his life partner, Nada, her daughter,
Samantha, and his wild and crazy standard
poodle puppy, Willow. 

“I got to know Bjorn Lasserud with the
Minneapolis Ski Club. I skied with him
for 20 years. He liked to speak
Norwegian as we trained. I skied with
another house painter and dear friend,
Arvid Torp, who is back in Norway.” He
laughs remembering the infamous
“Dump Race” at a self-made course on a
land fill near Hutchinson, Minnesota. “It
was a tough race with a lot of switch
backs.” Odd has strong feelings about
fitness and vehemently questions the
current overweight and unfit culture
with, “United we sit.” 

Odd has he been a benefactor of the
Loppet Foundation and the American
Birkebeiner, the Birkie. Odd almost
yearly brings one or another of his
grandchildren back to Norway. He also
visits his Norwegian relatives in North
Dakota remaining part of their lives.
“They are wonderful people. My second
cousin, Carolyn, passed away last year
but her husband, David, 95, still loves to
ride the combine over his 2000 acres of
wheat, soybeans, and sunflowers.  

Yearly, He shares his Birkie week
timeshare at Telemark, at the Birkie
trailhead with three of us as we eat and
laugh nonstop commiserating with
anyone whose race went south. When
not skiing, he’s often in the company of
Jo-Ann Wittman, an amateur clarinetist
and dear friend who shares many of
Odd’s exciting trips. On his yearly trip to
Norway, his greatest thrill is to race or
watch the roller ski race at the Blink
Festival just outside Sandnes, Norway.
He roller skis several days a week with
his friends along the Minnesota River. 

“HOW LONG 
WILL YOU SKI?” 

I ASK. 
“UNTIL I FALL

OVER.” 

Hear this story read by the author 

in the Birchcast - The Official Podcast 

of the American Bikebeiner. 

Listen now at Birkie.com/birchcast
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https://untapped.cc/learn/blog/news/2025-american-birkebeiner-recap/


ARTICLE & PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF JEROME POLING

‘AMERICA’S GREATEST SKI MARATHON’
New book covering 50 years of race history, written by veteran

Birkie skier and journalist Jerome Poling, to be published this fall

According to the WHS Press news
release, the book is “an exquisitely
crafted ode to an extraordinary race.
With lively prose, Poling captures the
essence of this storied race — from race
preparations and skier profiles to the
extreme skiing conditions and the
adrenaline-fueled, celebratory
atmosphere.”

American Birkebeiner features five
chapters on five decades of race history,
plus five chapters that take readers
deeper into the event, including an
opening essay on race week and race
day; the life of Tony Wise from his birth
in Hayward to the start of the
Birkebeiner; the low-key first race on an
improvised racecourse; the history of the
famous trail and what makes it so
challenging; and the phenomenon
known as Birkie Fever that kicks in each
February.

The book has earned advance praise
from U.S. skiing icon Bill Koch.

“If you want to know why people ski the
Birkie forty times, this comprehensive
and insightful book will clue you in. There
really is no race like it in the country,”
said Koch, a past entrant and 1976
Olympic silver medalist.

Clay Diggins, a veteran Birkebeiner skier
and father of Olympic and Birkebeiner
champion Jesse Diggins, also praised the
book.

"For everyone who has ever clipped into
a pair of cross country skis, the Birkie is
much more than a race. American
Birkebeiner chronicles the history,
introduces the people, and tells the
stories that capture the essence of Birkie
Fever," Diggins said.

For more than 50 years, the challenge of
the American Birkebeiner has drawn
entrants from around the Midwest,
country and world, from its humble 35-
skier start in 1973 to becoming an epic
event with 10,000-plus skiers annually.

Now, the full story of the famed “Birkie”
has been chronicled for the first time in
a new definitive history American
Birkebeiner: The Nation’s Greatest Ski
Marathon. 

Published by the Wisconsin Historical
Society Press, the 344-page, hardcover
book is extensively researched and
lavishly illustrated with 150 mostly color
photographs.

The scheduled release date is October
21. It also will be available as an e-book.

The author is Jerome Poling of Eau
Claire, Wis., who has skied 25
Birkebeiners. A career journalist who
also has written four other books, he
has covered the Birkebeiner since the
1980s.

“As one of the premier events in the
Nordic world and in American sports,
Birkebeiner history is both important
and fascinating, one that certainly
deserved to be chronicled,” Poling said.
“With the support of the American
Birkebeiner Ski Foundation and
Executive Director Ben Popp, it has
been an honor to bring that history
together.”

A book launch event will be held at 1:30
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 29, in the Gantz
Great Room at Mt. Telemark Village as
part of the Turkey Birkie weekend ski
festival. Poling will speak, answer
questions, and sign copies of the book.

In writing the book, Poling interviewed
more than 60 people, including Koch, and
also dug through Birkebeiner Foundation
and Sawyer County Record archives and
the Anthony Wise Collection at Wisconsin
Historical Society in Madison, along with
other extensive research.

Jerome Poling, author of “America’s 
Greatest Ski Marathon”
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That was no coincidence. 

“The Birkebeiner’s success helped drive
growth in cross country skiing across the
country. It was one of the nation’s first ski
marathons at a time when there were few
citizen races of any kind and few trails
even to train on. Promoting the sport
nationally and internationally was one of
Wise’s goals. His impact was legendary,”
observed Poling.

Wise and many others associated with
the race are enshrined in the U.S. Ski and
Snowboard Hall of Fame.

“There was this big new race in northern
Wisconsin. It sounded crazy. It was crazy.
Within a few years of its inception,
thousands wanted to take on the
outsized challenge. Tony Wise was the
visionary and master marketer who made
it happen,” Poling exclaimed. “It truly has
been and remains the nation’s greatest
ski marathon. While the subtitle of the
book may sound audacious, it isn’t.”

The book documents the elite champions,
photo finishes, the triumphs of
determined citizen skiers, the festival
atmosphere in downtown Hayward, and
much more.

Hear this story read by the author 

in the Birchcast - The Official Podcast 

of the American Bikebeiner. 

Listen now at Birkie.com/birchcast

ORDER YOUR COPY!

“Look at what the Birkebeiner has
become. Thousands flocking to remote
northern Wisconsin in the middle of
winter to ski 30-plus miles. That shouldn’t
be taken for granted. It’s an annual
miracle that two small cities can pull off
this logistically complex week of events, a
credit to the Birkebeiner Foundation,
volunteers and people of the region who
make it happen,” he said.

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press will
donate a portion of the proceeds from
sales to the American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation to “help ensure the event
thrives for years to come.”

      ____________________________________

American Birkebeiner is available to
purchase in person or online at The Birkie
Store, at shop.wisconsinhistory.org, and at
retail and online booksellers. The book is
also available as an e-book from all major e-
book outlets. 

Holding the very first Birch Scroll in my
hands, reading letters and documents
that had been hand-written by Tony
Wise, interviewing Tony Wise’s
daughters Frances and Janie and people
who were there the day the race began
—those were special moments,” he said.

Poling said he tried to bring three
perspectives to the work, that of
historian, reporter and skier. 

“I loved doing the research, unearthing
documents, asking questions, finding
key people and hearing their stories and
then bringing it all to life in a narrative
that I think even veteran Birkebeiner
skiers will find informative. And the
photos, many great ones from such a
colorful event, really stand out.”

“As a skier, I know how important the
Birkie is in the lives of so many people,
who put their hearts into training for it
and finishing it. I tried to put my heart
into writing it, too, out of respect for my
fellow skiers and this amazing tradition.”

Historical topics addressed include:

The rise and fall of Telemark Lodge
The mid-1980s Wise bankruptcy
crisis that threatened the existence
of the race
The evolution of skate skiing around
the world and then at the Birkie
The decision in 1992 to try a Main
Street finish
The yeoman’s work of volunteers
that make the race possible
Skier profiles, including the only 50-
year finisher, Ernie St. Germaine
Weather challenges and the impacts
of climate change on the future of
the race
Developments in the past decade
that have positioned the Birkebeiner
to become an even more successful
event and force for tourism in
northern Wisconsin.

“As one of the bellwether events in the
sport, Birkebeiner history mirrors the
history of modern cross country skiing in
the U.S.,” Poling explained, noting that
the sport and the race took off
simultaneously in the early to mid-
1970s.
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ARTICLE & PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF JEFF TUMBLESON

BIRKIE STAFF REPRESENT AT
SWITZERLAND’S ENGADIN SKI MARATHON

Erik took part in both the Engadin
Nachtlauf night race—a lively midweek
favorite under the stars—and the iconic
42K Engadin Ski Marathon. From the
crisp alpine air to the dramatic mountain
views, every kilometer was a postcard-
perfect moment.

“The valley, the mountains, the races
were exactly how you’d imagine
Switzerland—nearly perfect experiences,”
said Jeff. “We’d wholeheartedly endorse
the Engadin; it’s absolutely worth the
trip.”

The delegation also received an exclusive
behind-the-scenes look at how the
Engadin Ski Marathon comes together
each year and got a sneak peek at
preparations for the upcoming 2025 FIS
Freeski World Championships in nearby
St. Moritz. The Engadin organizers
offered generous hospitality and
invaluable insight into their race’s storied
history and logistics.

Still, as Jeff was quick to note, one thing
remains unmatched: “There’s no Main
Street finish like in Hayward—we’ve got
the Swiss beat there!” From the Engadin
to the Birkie, the spirit of community and
the joy of skiing continue to connect
skiers worldwide—proof that no matter
where the trail leads, the camaraderie of
the ski world knows no borders.

Last March, American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation staff members traveled to
Switzerland’s breathtaking Engadin
Valley for a truly unforgettable
experience on snow. Representing the
ABSF at the 1st World Loppet Winter
Meeting, Jeff Tumbleson and Erik Blow
joined fellow delegates from World
Loppet races across the globe to
exchange ideas, share race insights, and
strengthen the international ski
community.

The trip may have been billed as a
“working vacation,” but there was no
shortage of time spent on skis. Jeff and  
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Hear this story read by the author 

in the Birchcast - The Official Podcast 

of the American Bikebeiner. 
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S Men’s Division  

1.  Corey Stelljes                  1:46:56

2.  Sean Cooley                    1:49:13

3.  Joel LaFrance                  1:49:14

Women’s Division 

1.  Erika Danckers                2:04:29

2.  Jennifer Youngwerth      2:16:43

3.  Heather Stelljes               2:16:45

HALF FAT

BIG FAT

Men’s Division  

1.  Quinn Ebner                   0:49:06

2.  Eliah Flintrop                  0:51:47

3.  Karl Nelson                     0:53:00

Women’s Division 

1.  Wendy Stocker               1:03:24

2.  Anne Grabowski             1:04:57

3.Jennifer Neuman             1:05:10

FUN FAT

Men’s Division  

1.  Charles Harriman           0:38:00

2.  Rick Campion                 0:39:02

3.  Pete Lenar                      0:43:05

Women’s Division 

1.  Shawn Bogdanske         0:50:23

2.  Valerie Foley                  0:51:18

3.  Jill Kirchen                      0:51:32

Mark your calendars for February 28, 2026 
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SINGLE TRACK

FULL - 37 miles

Mark your calendars for June 5-7, 2026 

HALF - 18 miles
Men’s Division  

1.  Daxton Mock                 2:52:13

2.  Hayden Schlough         3:00:47

3.  Aidan Lemonade           3:01:07

Women’s Division 

1.  Lyllie Sonneman            3:25:49

2.  Elin Hartmann                3:26:48

3.  Holly Kruchoski              3:32:38

Men’s Division  

1.  Rylan Zacharek              1:22:51

2.  Ethan Leonard                1:25:51

3.  Finnley Sonnemann       1:26:19

Women’s Division 

1.  Sienna Sams                   1:44:16

2.  Jill Cederholm Mairs       1:44:34

3.  Quinn Miller                     1:48:44

GRAVEL

FULL - 50 miles SHORT - 27 miles

Men’s Division  

1.  Daxton Mock                 2:32:47

2.  Chris Stevens                2:36:09

3.  Corey Steles                  2:38:22

Women’s Division 

1.  Lyllie Sonneman            3:00:26

2.  Elin Hartmann                3:05:06

3.  Julia Hoffmann               3:15:18

Men’s Division  

1.  Finnley Sonnemann       1:03:23

2.  Ethan Leonard                1:03:26

3.  Shane Semb                   1:07:38

Women’s Division 

1.  Marin Patnode                1:17:18

2.  Alex Larson                     1:19:04

3.  Lyla James                      1:20:08
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Mark your calendars for 
January 10, 2026 

Men’s Division  

1.  Drew Huotari                  0:55:34

2.  Karl Nelson                     0:55:45

3.  Joseph Bettendorf         0:55:51

Women’s Division 

1.  Charlotte Brown              1:03:39

2.  Alice House                     1:04:27

3.  Julie Garretson                1:07:57

20KM CLASSIC

Men’s Division  

1.  Brian Gregg                     1:30:51

2.  David Joda                      1:30:53

3.  Matthew Liebsch             1:30:53

Women’s Division 

1.  Caitlin Gregg                   1:42:21

2.  Chelsey Youngberg        1:43:32

3.  Vivian Johnson                1:44:42

32KM CLASSIC

Men’s Division  

1.  Nick Ross                        0:54:36

2.  Sam Holt                          0:55:02

3.  Anders Sonnesyn           0:55:33

Women’s Division 

1.  Marit Ross-Sonnesyn      1:01:07

2.  Sarah Widder                   1:03:23

3.  Maggie Bowman             1:05:04

20KM SKATE

BIRCH SCROLL  |  20

https://www.birkie.com/ski/events/seeley-hills-classic/


2
0
2
5

O
V

E
R

A
L

L
 R

E
S

U
L

T
S

Mark your calendars for January 16-18, 2026 

20KM CLASSIC

1.  Chelsey Youngberg         1:18:54

2.  Caitlin Gregg                     1:20:04

3.  Annika Landis                   1:23:22

30KM SKATE

5KM FREESTYLE

1.  Linnea Urban                1:06:39

2.  Margie Nelson              1:08:34

3.  Jazlyn Gunderson         1:10:25

1.  Kajsa Nelson                      0:48:12

2.  Kristiana Clay                     0:48:13

3.  Marin Patnode                   0:48:59

10KM FREESTYLE

1.  Gretta Scholz                0:16:29

2.  Emma Stertz                  0:17:05

3.  Ingrid Nelson                 0:27:01
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20KM TEAM10KM FREESTYLE

Men’s Division  

1.  Matt Nistler                       0:34:57

2.  William Brunnquell           0:34:58

3.  Jonathon Rulseh              0:36:26

Women’s Division 

1.  Abby Scheller                   0:41:07

2.  Olympia Todd                   0:45:49

3.  Marin Patnode                  0:47:11

1.  Boreas Racing                    0:55:46

2.  We Ski for Donuts              0:55:51

3.  Thing 1 and Thing 2            1:00:23

Mark your calendars for the Birkie Tour!

January 24, 2026 
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Women’s Division  

1.  Rachel Monaco           4:42:56

2.  Brenda Goetz             4:56:28

3.  Karen Stenoien           4:58:22

Men’s Division

1.  Nick Johnson              4:08:36

2.  Chris Brown                4:12:25

3.  Marcus Heineck         4:40:20

HALF MARATHONMARATHON

Open Men:  David Byrne Distance Project   3:12:54

Open Women:  Badland Babes                     3:40:21

Open Mixed:  Yoder Building Co.                  4:36:30

Women's Master (40+):  Seeley Striders      4:00:51

Mixed Master (40+):  Nelson Lake JV Squad   4:33:06

6-PERSON

MARATHON RELAY

Mark your calendars for 
September 26, 2026 

Open Men: #freethethree                            3:01:12

Open Women:  Hot Mess Express              4:08:40

Open Mixed:  Incoming                                4:16:21

Men's Master (40+):  Flatlander’s faking it  4:04:14

Women's Master (40+):  Team Nelson       3:48:28

Mixed Master (40+):  3 Legged Racers       4:10:09

3-PERSON

MARATHON RELAY

5KM

Women’s Division  

1.  Erin Borden                    23:37

2.  Reese Thompson          25:08

3.  Kari Brown                     25:35

Men’s Division

1.  Liam Langer                  20:24

2.  Thorsten Holter            20:43

3.  Joshua Price                 23:26

Women’s Division  

1.  Sarah Ruiter                        2:00:42

2.  Allie Thut                             2:01:18

3.  Katherine Christman           2:01:59

Men’s Division

1.  Colin Weber                        1:30:22

2.  Devon Byers                       1:35:58

3.  Jason Johnson                   1:37:22
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Women’s Division  

1.  Grace Baemmert             13:27.9

2.  Sheri Schrock                  16:39.6

3.  Lauren Wander                18:34.3

Men’s Division

1.  Rob Hansen                     12:22.5

2.  Chad Garren                    12:52.4

3.Casey Weiss                     12:56.4

SPORT EXPERT

Women’s Division  

1.  Elizabeth Franczyk            12:48.5

2.  Mariah Christensen           13:16.5

3.  Soren Hedegaard             14:03.7

Men’s Division

1.  Jude Kunkel                      08:34.2

2.  Matthew Hewitt                09:01.5

3.  Alex Anderson                  09:04.7
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RESULTS
2025 AMERICAN

BIRKEBEINER SKATE

2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate

SKI. RUN. BIKE. LIVE!  |  29



2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate

SKI. RUN. BIKE. LIVE!  |  43



2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Skate
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RESULTS
2025 AMERICAN

BIRKEBEINER CLASSIC

2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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2025 Slumberland American Birkebeiner presented by Ariens – Classic
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RESULTS 2025 KORTELOPET 
SKATE

2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Skate presented by Salomon
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RESULTS
2025 KORTELOPET

CLASSIC

2025 Kortelopet Classic presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Classic presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Classic presented by Salomon

SKI. RUN. BIKE. LIVE!  |  63

https://www.birkie.com/ski/events/kortelopet/


2025 Kortelopet Classic presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Classic presented by Salomon
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2025 Kortelopet Classic presented by Salomon
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RESULTS 2025 PRINCE HAAKON

2025 Prince Haakon presented by Northern Lakes Cooperative
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2025 Prince Haakon presented by Northern Lakes Cooperative
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2025 Prince Haakon presented by Northern Lakes Cooperative
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